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ABSTRACT  

This research focused on liberal parties in the Western Balkans region and their 
strategies for the advancement and promotion of political participation of the youth, 
not just within the party but also in their respective countries. The aim of this 
analysis was to review the current standpoints on youth representation in politics 
in the liberal political parties of the Western Balkans, to map their roles and 
strategies for advancement of youth political inclusion, and to raise the visibility of 
successful regional examples. Political, legal and policy contexts and frameworks 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia and North Macedonia were 
reviewed and assessed through the analysis of their quota systems, as well as 
through the overview of current youth representation in the parliaments of WB 
countries. Previous research indicates that political parties often do not support 
young politicians’ participation in the processes of political program development, 
despite having adopted youth programs and policies. The research was 
conceptualized as a case study of four liberal parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Serbia and North Macedonia and their strategies for development and 
promotion of political participation of the youth within the party, as well as in their 
respective countries. Comparative analysis was conducted using a mixed methods 
approach, combining qualitative analysis of primary and secondary data and 
quantitative analysis of primary data collection to triangulate the information to 
the extent possible. In order to develop the new regional story, we need this research 
to examine intra-party democracy in these liberal parties, map their current views 
on youth and politics and see what types of activities could be introduced and 
adjusted to the needs of their parties and party systems.  

  

 

 

KEY WORDS: case study, education, inclusion, initiatives, legislatives, liberal 
parties, political participation, politics, Western Balkans, youth, youth 
forum. 
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 

 growing number of citizens of the Western Balkan (WB) 
region, especially young people, distrust formal political 

processes, political institutions and leaders, for numerous 
reasons. Previous research indicates that as a result of this 
distrust, the youth chooses very often not to participate in the 
political processes and to boycott the elections. In addition to this, 
the relationship between the youth and political parties in the 
Western Balkan countries is still strained. Many young people 
do not trust political parties, while party leaders often complain 
that the youth are unwilling to get involved in political processes 
(Lemes at al, 2021). 
 
In all Western Balkan countries, young people are struggling to 
understand the complexities of political structures, levels of 
governance and formal political processes. Thus, a weak 
understanding of democratic principles and electoral processes 
discourages the youth to use elections as means to express their 
objections, demand change, and hold governments accountable. 
In fact, finding a sustainable job has become a daily struggle for 
many young people in the region. Living conditions are even 
harder for young women and youth growing up in poverty. 
Consequently, as the young are the most mobile and the most 
likely to emigrate, numerous studies and researches warn of the 
alarmingly high brain drain rates that are already evident in 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.1  

 
World Bank data shows current emigration rate of 44.5% for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, 18% for Serbia, Croatia with 20.9%, and Albania with 43.6%. 

A 
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To make a difference in the longer term, the Boris Divkovic 
Foundation (BDF) has recognized how essential it is for young 
people to engage in formal political processes and have a say in 
formulating today’s and tomorrow’s politics. Inclusive political 
participation is not only a fundamental political and democratic 
right, but it is also crucial for nurturing peaceful societies and 
developing policies that respond to the specific needs of the 
youth and reverse the brain drain in the WB. Young people 
should know their rights and they should gain the necessary 
knowledge to adequately contribute in political institutions, 
processes, and decision-making, at all levels, and especially to 
participate in elections. 
 
It is important to highlight that very few studies have conducted 
an analysis on political participation of the youth within the 
specific political parties of the WB region (Chapter II). Previous 
research indicates that political parties of the Western Balkan 
region often do not support participation of the youth in the 
processes of high political program developments, despite the 
adopted policies within the parties. This is illustrated by the 
BDF’s research findings on political and civic engagement of the 
youth in Bosnia and Herzegovina (2021), indicating that political 
parties and politicians lose interest in responding to the needs of 
young people if they cannot secure their votes. This, in turn, 
leads to exclusion of young people from taking part in decision-
making and debates about key socio-economic and political 
issues important to the youth. For this reason, BDF is motivated 
to scrutinize and compare the practices regarding the political 
participation of the youth within the liberal parties of 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and thus help the leading liberal organizations to 
shape new generations of young political representatives, 
coming from across the WB countries, as well as from the wider 
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European region. Unlike many formal analyses on the youth in 
politics in WB, such as those published by international 
organizations and universities, the BDF’s research focuses on the 
liberal parties and their strategies, standpoints and practices 
towards the advancement and better promotion of political 
participation of youth within their parties, as well as in their 
countries.  
 
This study aims to diagnose the strengths and weaknesses 
regarding the representation of youth in politics in the 
organizational and general structures of the liberal parties, 
namely: (i) Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) of North Macedonia, 
(ii) Our Party (Naša stranka - NS) of Bosnia and Herzegovina, (iii) 
Liberal Party of Montenegro (LPCG), and (iv) Movement of Free 
Citizens (Pokret slobodnih građana - PSG) of Serbia. With the 
purpose of guiding the parties towards increasingly greater 
youth involvement in their organizational structures and 
political program developments, this publication also aims to 
offer practical, impartial recommendations and specific 
guidelines that they can address and implement quickly and 
efficiently.  
 

 
The study used a mixed-method approach that included a 
comparative analysis of youth policy frameworks, programs and 
practices regulated by the parties themselves, as well as prior 

Findings from this analysis determine the answer to the main 
research question: Do liberal political parties of the Western 
Balkans consider youth to be an important factor for their 
party development and the development of their society 
and how do they promote the political participation of 
youth to ensure their greater political engagement? 
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research and case studies. This helped gain an understanding of 
key distinctions among the observed parties and the 
environment in which they operate. A qualitative analysis of 
information from the key-informant interviews provided first-
hand explanation of the context in which the party frameworks 
and programs are created. This research also reviewed the 
organizational culture in the political parties, with the aim to 
examine relationships, networks, support mechanisms and 
general perception of youth participation in politics. An 
anonymous survey conducted among the party members is 
another significant source that helped understand the prevalence 
and nature of the perceptions on youth political involvement 
among the party membership.   
 
The analysis utilized available secondary data and direct inputs 
gathered from the parties’ official communication channels, key 
informant interviews and the online survey. The gathered data 
helped to determine which internal and external circumstances 
in a party’s operating environment exert influence on the 
feasibility of certain measures that liberal parties undertake to 
promote the political engagement of youth inside the party and 
to ensure that young candidates are elected and participate in the 
government bodies. This qualitative analysis and comparison 
between these liberal parties across several dimensions, 
including types of interventions and measures applied, is useful 
to determine why some achieve more success than others when 
it comes to policy agendas and age distribution across key party 
functions.  
 
Presentation of findings from the case studies of the aforesaid 
liberal parties is an important chapter of this research. It includes 
reviews of intra-party democracy in the aforesaid liberal parties, 
observations about current perspectives on political 
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participation of youth and impartial suggestions for activities 
that can be introduced and adjusted to the needs of these parties 
and party systems. It also identifies the commonalities and 
differences between the liberal parties in their approaches to 
devising and implementing policy frameworks for the youth. 
Some of the identified differences relate to the country’s specific 
contextual and legislative framework, different internal party 
regulations, implementation methodologies or the general role 
of party and the in-country support structures. All of these 
factors vary across the region and the objective of this study is to 
identify strategies and techniques each party can individually 
apply to achieve greater representation of the youth in politics. 
 
 SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS FOR YOUTH ACTION PLAN 

Table A Checklist of criteria for a youth-friendly party  
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Schemata:  ✓ - party complies with the criteria 
X – party does not comply with the criteria  
✓ & X – party partially complies with the criteria  

 
Political parties play the key role in addressing the issue of 
political participation of youth and its institutionalization within 
party policies, procedures and practices. Likewise, young 
members of the parties are expected to make the commitment to 
be proactive and participate in the implementation of the party 
initiatives and programs focused on youth empowerment, to 
ensure their meaningful political participation. As the key 
electoral gateway, political parties directly influence the extent 
to which young people are active in representational politics. In 
a move to ensure substantial participation of youth within the 
party, the ultimate objective of BDF’s efforts and this research is 
to identify and highlight the importance of greater political 
participation of the youth and their engagement in formal 
political processes, and thus influence the development of 
peaceful societies and policies that will respond to the specific 
needs of the youth. 
 
The proposed recommendations and voluntary measures, rutted 
in extensive research findings, are intended for increasing the 
political participation of youth in the four liberal 
parties/organizations of WB:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Liberal Western Balkans on the Move: Youth in Liberal Political Parties 
 

 
Page 11 of 119 BDF 2022 

 

SUMMARY OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS  
FOR THE LIBERAL PARTIES’ YOUTH ACTION PLAN 
 
Table B 
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1. 

METHODOLOGY 
esearch was conceptualized as a case study of the liberal 
parties in the Western Balkan region and their strategies 

towards the development and the promotion of youth 
participation within their parties. A comparative analysis across 
four liberal parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Serbia and North Macedonia has been conducted. The analysis 
relies on a mixed methods approach combining qualitative 
analysis of primary and secondary data, as well as quantitative 
analysis of primary data-collection to triangulate the information 
to the extent possible. The understanding related to the above 
raised analyses helped determine the answer to the main 
research question:  

 
The following approaches in analysis and data-sources were 
used:  
 

§ Comprehensive literature review of pertinent 
documents including: studies and assessments 
conducted by donors, non-governmental organizations 

R 

Do liberal political parties of the Western Balkans consider 
the youth to be an important factor for their party 
development and the development of their society and how 
do they promote political participation of the youth to 
ensure their greater political engagement?  
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(NGOs), the Governments of observed states and 
academic community;  

§ Documents of liberal parties, namely: statutes, rulebooks, 
the existing strategies, strategic implementation plans 
and evaluations; 

§ Internal party initiatives aimed at improving youth 
participation;   

§ Discussions and interviews with key members of the 
selected liberal political parties, including both persons 
occupying various positions in the party (leadership 
structures, as well sub-organizational units) and young 
members; 

§ Online survey carried out among the party members. 
 

                  llustration 1: Key research questions and data collection. 

In order to achieve the aims of this research, this study examined 
the integration of the internal party legislations and programs 
that set the basis for youth engagement in the liberal parties of 
the WB region, and reviewed the strategies the parties have 
designed to encourage political empowerment of the youth and 
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advancement of their political careers, as well as the methods 
used for proposing more young members on the candidate lists 
where they have a realistic chance to get elected. An overview of 
the support young party members got by the liberal parties of 
WB region in the political campaigns and their representation in 
media and public was another aspect that was reviewed in this 
research, as well as the equal representation of young male and 
female members in the party’s decision-making bodies. 
The secondary research (desk research) used available resources 
(comprehensive literature review of pertinent documents 
including: studies and assessments conducted by donors, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), the Governments of 
observed states and academic community; documents of liberal 
parties, namely: statutes, rulebooks, existing strategies, strategic 
implementation plans and evaluations; internal party initiatives 
aimed at improving youth participation) related to existing 
patterns of youth political participation. The main goal in the 
field of desk research was to identify opportunities and gaps that 
can be translated into specific measures, as well as conduct a 
participatory review of major youth’s needs in political parties, 
in the context of meaningful participation in the ‘life’ of political 
parties. For comparative purposes, recent reports on 
international research and recommendations issued by relevant 
organizations in the field of youth political participation were 
also used.  
The primary research was conducted through semi-structured 
interviews with key respondents to collect qualitative data to be 
able to understand reasons, motives, interests, behaviors and 
possible ways of solving problems, or perhaps disappointments 
of respondents in the recent practice of involvement of the youth 
in political parties. The main goal of the quantitative data 
collection process (surveys) was to determine the attitudes or 
opinions of political party members in selected liberal parties 
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(descriptive statistics) and understand (analytics and narratives) 
the main challenges that members experience. 
Regarding the interviews, the sample size and design was made 
deliberately in order to ensure representation of both party 
decision-makers and youth members. Interviews were 
conducted via electronic communication platforms. In order to 
capture the information related to the participation of youth in 
political parties, a total of 24 individual interviews were 
conducted in this study using an interview protocol that contains 
inquiries related to key questions from the study. In order to 
ensure the participation of the interlocutors, the selected political 
parties received a cover letter with clear instructions and the 
purpose of the interview.  
The purpose of the survey was to obtain key information on 
various aspects of quality and potential future interventions in 
participation of the youth in political parties. Given the 
pandemic conditions and the efficiency of data collection, the 
survey was conducted online. The survey was completed 
anonymously in order to reduce the threat of identity disclosure, 
which could affect the sincerity of answers. The only 
demographic data collected was related to the age and gender.  
 
LIMITATIONS 

In the process of design of research, development of tools and 
collecting data, several limiting circumstances were identified. 
They reduce the strength of the study's findings: 
 

Ø Data was collected during the COVID-19 pandemic; this 
epidemiological situation directly affected the response 
of respondents, e.g. several key contact persons were 
infected at the time of the research, which made it 
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impossible to forward information adequately and 
collect data.  

Ø There was a number of political parties that did not 
respond at all to the request to remind party members to 
complete the questionnaire, even after multiple contacts. 
It was difficult to further influence the motivation for the 
surveys to be filled in by party members, and the 
research team could not engage in internal 
communication within the political parties that 
forwarded the invitation text with links to their members. 
In addition, there was a weaker response of some 
political parties influenced by the fact that they 
recognized their own weaknesses in providing 
meaningful participation of the youth. This limitation 
affected delivery date but not the main outcomes.  

Ø The focus of study is on quality of youth participation 
also. Quality is difficult to measure objectively without a 
direct external evaluation led by experts from various 
scientific and professional fields. Unfortunately, when it 
comes to the youth participation in party activities, there 
are no such quality measures.  

Ø Due to the fact that all persons were overwhelmed by 
numerous online surveys during the pandemic, the 
research team was forced to create relatively short 
survey instruments that could be completed “in one 
sitting”. The research team clearly emphasized this in the 
invitation email and the introduction to survey in order 
to maintain the motivation of potential respondents and 
thus reach a satisfactory response rate. At the same time, 
this means that certain interesting details were left out. 
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2. 

POLITICAL, LEGAL AND POLICY CONTEXT 
onstitutional and legal frameworks are the strongest 
mechanisms that ensure youth-friendly electoral policies 

and practices. This way, young people and other marginalized 
groups get the necessary legal support, which advances their 
inclusivity. The more precise legal measures ensure greater 
inclusivity. For example, the Electoral Knowledge Network 
(ACE project, 1998- 2022) finds that political parties must 
formally ensure the inclusiveness of young people and that 
“legal and voluntary quotas for youth participation are one 
option for certain contexts reforms”. They further argue that, 
although democracies are based on inclusion, youth, women 
and other marginalized groups remain excluded from the 
formal politics due to the biases and practices that are 
traditionally present in the political parties. Weiss (2020) 
concludes that failure to achieve successful engagement of the 
youth, especially young women, in the political processes can 
lead to distrust and a deprived/discriminatory setting that 
favors mainly wealthy, adult, male candidates and political 
elites.     
The research findings of the Balkans Policy Research Group 
(BPRG, 2018) indicate that the youth of Western Balkans feel 
apathetic towards politics and tend to boycott the elections due 
the distrust in the political parties and institutions, repetitive 
cases of unprocessed corruption, inconsistency and 
disappointment in practices that concern regulation of job 
distribution, low-paid employments, insecurity and poor living 

C 
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conditions. Similarly, Vejseli (2019) finds that youth of the WB 
are approached by the political parties only for their votes and, 
as a result, the youth voter-turnout in this region is declining 
over the years.  
In addition, WB demographic characteristics are alarmingly 
changing due to the permanent emigration of mostly young and 
educated citizens who “don’t give credit to the old-fashioned 
political clichés and the incapable political leaderships, which 
hide behind nationalist rhetoric” (Kutuk, 2022). Furthermore, 
Lavrič et al, in their Youth Studies (2018), determine that one 
third of the WB youth “strongly desire to emigrate from their 
countries, ranging from 26% in Montenegro, 27% in Bosnia, 30% 
in Serbia, and 35% in North Macedonia”. Kutuk (2022) concludes 
that, if WB countries do not end this brain drain urgently and 
take precautionary/preventive measures soon, they will lose 
their youth and become an empty village of this region.       
Furthermore, in the presentation of findings of BDF’s research 
on political and civic engagement of the youth in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (2021), the majority of participants state that the 
major political parties do not consider active youth important 
for their party’s development or for the development of their 
society. They further argue that education and politics are 
eroding the prospects for youth activism and the main 
impediment for greater rates of youth activism is the lack of 
support by the formal education system(s), political parties and 
their representatives, and that they rarely include the youth in 
their programs or initiatives. This research determined the 
following issues to be the main obstacles to young people’s 
participation at the structural level of the parties (i) financial 
costs for candidate nomination and campaigning and the lack of 
financial support make it even more difficult for the youth to 
start a political career; (ii) social and cultural traditions in most 
societies of the WB region consider political arena to be 
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appropriate for older, often male citizens; this has resulted in the 
systematic exclusion of young people from politics and 
underrepresentation in decision-making bodies; and (iii) young 
women are often subject to “double discrimination” based on 
their age and gender; they are also underrepresented in politics 
and decision-making bodies.  
As a result of this disengagement of the youth, the IPU Parline’s 
global data on national parliaments reports that the current 
youth representation in the parliaments of Western Balkan 
countries is fairly low (Table 1). Less than 5% of the Members of 
Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and North 
Macedonia are 30 years old or younger, whereas in Serbia, 
12.08% of MPs are determined to belong to this age group. In fact, 
less than 5% of MPs in Bosnia and Herzegovina are 40 years of 
age or younger, while in the other three countries over 30% of 
MPs are under 40 years of age.       
 
Table 1: Current data on age statistics in the parliaments of Western Balkan Countries   

 
(Source: IPU praline, available at https://data.ipu.org/content/parline-global-data-
national-parliaments )  

Similarly, the Global Parliamentary Report, UNDP (2012) 
published that only 1.65% of parliamentarians around the 
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world are in their 20s and 11.87% in their 30s. They further 
highlight that the average age of the parliamentarians on the 
global level is 53 for male and 50 for women parliamentarians. 
Moreover, they report that young people under the age of 35 
are rarely found in political leadership positions. Yet, the youth 
constitute a fifth of the world’s population. Results of the UN 
IANYD survey conducted in 2012 also indicate that limited 
opportunities for effective participation in decision-making 
processes were the main challenges for the youth, which made 
them feel excluded and marginalized socially, economically 
and politically. To mitigate this deficit, as well as brain drain, 
political parties can adopt measures to improve youth political 
participation, their social and economic status and eventually 
break a cycle of mistrust between the political parties and youth. 
These include adopting legislative measures that support youth 
engagement, mentoring and leadership programs that 
encourage and support youth networks, ensuring financial aids 
to facilitate access to political finance, and introducing party 
quotas to increase youth representation (OSCE, 2015). Political 
parties should take steps to motivate youth to join their youth 
wings, develop the necessary skills and have a role in political 
processes of the party. Strengthening party youth wings ensures 
that young people entering the political and electoral 
environment establish new connections and get opportunities 
for their voice to be heard. 
 In addition, active young politicians are a positive channel 
through which parties can reach out to a youth cohort in an 
improved voter-turnout. Allaste et al. (2020) recommends 
establishment of cross-party networks to provide skills and 
training for young people in order to equip them to perform 
effectively and sustainably on the political scene, participate in 
cross-party dialogue and initiatives. They further claim that 
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meaningful youth participation in political parties is essential 
for their healthy and inclusive representation in the future. 
Luhrmann et al. (UNDP, 2013) summarize the review of 
recommendations and good practices and strategies on how to 
achieve the overall goal of progressive and substantive inclusion 
of young people in political and decision-making processes at all 
levels. Firstly, it is important to establish youth-friendly legal 
frameworks, policies and plans that will enable youth political 
engagement. To remove barriers to youth political involvement, 
they find that the party activities should be divided into three 
periods: pre-electoral period, electoral period and post-electoral 
period, which is presented in Table 2.  
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Table 2: Summary of recommendations and good practices on progressive inclusion 
of young people in political and decision-making processes  
Source: Luhrmann et al. (UNDP, 2013) 
 
One of the conclusions of the findings of BDF’s previous research 
Awakened in Need (2021) is that the participants were under the 
impression that the parties and their political leaders in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina do not include young people and their well-
being in their initiatives. As a result, the youth feel repulsed with 
politics in this country. The authors find this to be important as 
in BiH, unlike in a majority of other democracies, political parties 
are the exclusive gatekeepers of meaningful political and civic 
participation. Their influence is not only that of determining 
which candidates are nominated and elected and which issues 
achieve national importance, but parties also have a great 
influence over the policies and strategies that guide and foster a 
greater degree of young people’s civic and political participation 
at the local, regional, and national levels. They have an essential 
role to play in promoting young people’s participation in formal 
decision-making processes. However, political parties are not 
doing this because they have a system of persistent exclusion of 
the youth, which stems from a variety of factors, but mostly from 
their lack of vision or understanding of the issue. As a result, one 
of the conclusions of this study is that the political parties should 
create mechanisms to pursue actively greater direct participation 
of the youth in initiatives that are of interest to them. This will 
help the youth in solving their issues and foster a sense of 
importance and value, which could benefit the parties with 
potential new youth votes. Improving youth roles in political 
parties will result in better addressing youth related issues. 
 
Research on youth in liberal political parties in the Western 
Balkan region will thus draw the attention of the parties to the 
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fact that they are not excluding the youth because they have a 
lack of vision or understanding of the issue. Research aims to 
break the cycle where the youth should be able to develop the 
skills and motivation to be successfully engaged in political 
parties, and also parties should be encouraged to create space for 
the youth and their active political participation. BDF’s previous 
research analysis (2021) finds that the liberal parties recognize 
the importance of the establishment of youth wings and 
encourage their effective work. This research tends to examine 
the extent of power the liberal parties give to youth wings, and 
what influence they have in the nomination processes, agenda 
settings or party policy agenda setting.  
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3. 

WESTERN BALKAN LIBERAL PARTIES AND YOUTH 
3.1 CASE STUDY:  
LIBERAL PARTY OF MONTENEGRO 
 

he Liberal Party of Montenegro (LPCG) is an ideologically 
liberal, sovereigntist party of the political center, founded 

in 2004 in Montenegro. LPCG is a minor party which usually 
participates in elections in coalition with other parties. Although 
LPCG held two seats in the Montenegrin Parliament in 2006, the 
Party did not run in the Parliamentary Elections in 2016 and 2020. 
Still, LPCG had two candidate spots on the electoral list of the 
Democratic Party of Socialists in the 2020 elections and currently 
the Party holds only one Parliamentary seat (opposition). The 
Statue of LPCG defines the formation of Youth Clubs of LPCG 
for members up to 33 years of age, which can be established at 
the municipal boards of LPCG. Their internal rules and stamp 
must be in line with the Statute of LPCG. In accordance with the 
Statute, the Electoral Conference for electing the president of 
Youth of LPCG is held every four years, and the President is also 
a member of the Presidency of LPCG, the Conference of LPCG 
and the Working Presidency of the Conference of LPCG. One of 
the vice-presidents of LPCG participates in the coordination of 
clubs of young liberals. 

Currently, the Young Liberals of Montenegro are the 
organization of the Liberal Party of Montenegro, which brings 
together and represents all young people in Montenegro who 

T 
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follow and accept the principles of liberalism, liberal democracy 
and free society. Its leadership consist of an elected president and 
Presidential Council of six members. Young Liberals are part of 
the European and world liberal networks and alliances, LYMEC 
(European Liberal Youth) and IFLRY (International Federation 
of Liberal Youth). They enjoy the autonomy under the LPCG and 
they are not subordinated to any other body of the party. The 
Party reports that there are about 35% of young members, aged 
18-30, within LPCG.  

The first finding of this 
research reveals that 86% of 
the survey participants agree 
it is important that the 
Statute of LPCG ensures 
balanced participation of the 
youth in all party decision-
making bodies, on party 
electoral lists and for all 
nominated and appointed 
positions (Chart 4.1). 
According to the responses 
from our interviewees, the youth political engagement is actively 
promoted and supported by the Liberal Party of Montenegro 
and younger members are included in intra-party initiatives and 
cooperation in 79% of cases (average grade 3.95/5, Chart 4.2). In 
addition, 80% of the responses confirm young members are 
included in the running of the party (average grade 4/5, chart 4.3). 
In the official response to our questionnaire sent to LCPG, the 
Party explained that the Party does not have a quota that 
determines minimal percentage of young members appointed in 
the Party’s decision-making bodies. However, they further 
elaborated that it is a common practice within LPCG to have at 

86%

14%

In my opinion, it is important that 
party’s statute that ensures 

balanced participation of youth in 
all party decision-making bodies, on 

party electoral lists and for all 
nominated and appointed positions

Yes No I don't  know

4.1 Survey results for LPCG 
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least 1/3 of young representatives appointed in the Party’s 
Governing Board and Party’s Congress, apart from the president 
of Young Liberals who is an appointed member by default. Such 
practice is also common in the municipal boards of the party and, 
as a result, there are young liberals appointed as chairpersons of 
several such boards.  

   

Moreover, 90% of the participants of this study agree that the 
party actively promotes youth participation in politics and, 
similarly, 71% of them confirm that the Party actively promotes 
their young candidates (Chart 4.4 and Chart 4.5). It is interesting 
to note that there is a slight discrepancy in responses when 
compared to age groups of the participants, and thus 90% of the 
respondents aged 18-35 agree with the statement that LPCG 
actively promote young candidates, when only 40% of them 
aged 35-50 claim the same about this statement, whereas 67% of 
the participants aged 50+ responded affirmatively to this 
question. Moreover, 83% of the survey respondents find that 

33%

38%

19%

10%

My party includes younger members in 
intra-party initiatives and cooperation.

Strongly agree Agree

Neither agree or disagree Disagree

Strongly disagree

24%

57%

14% 5%

Youth is included in the running of the 
party (leadership).

Strongly agree Agree
Neither agree or disagree Disagree
Strongly disagree

4.2 Survey results for LPCG 4.3 Survey results for LPCG 
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LPCG cares about youth wellbeing, whereas 72% of their 
answers show that their political party provides enough training 
opportunities for its younger members abroad. However, the 
research results also lead to the conclusion that party 
membership is not familiar with the Party’s innovative policy 
platforms intended for youth participation, as 67% of them did 
not verify this statement. 

 

       

Another promising finding of this research was with reference to 
the question of an equal treatment of youth representatives and 
having equal rights compared to other members within the Party, 
as all respondents unanimously agreed that LPCG practices treat 
all its members identically, regardless of their age (Chart 4.6). 
When reviewing the survey answers in accordance with the age 
groups, it is interesting to note that 80% of the respondents aged 
18-35 agree that young members are treated the same as the old 
members, whereas only 67% of the respondents aged 50+ 
support this same statement. Then, 81% of the responses of this 
study show that the Party offers guaranteed youth voice and 
vote in key party bodies (Chart 4.7). As the Statute regulates that 
the president of the youth organization is also a member of the 

90%

10%

Does your party actively promote 
youth participation in politics?

Yes No I don't  know

71%

29%

In your opinion does your party 
actively promote young 

candidates?

Yes No I don't  know

4.4 Survey results for LPCG 4.5 Survey results for LPCG 
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Party Presidency and Party Congress, this guarantees the youth 
their voice in key decision-making bodies and they participate 
equally with others in creation of key party policies and 
conclusions. Likewise, 95% of the survey participants find it 
important that the youth participate in strategic decision 
making.  

 
 

     

Furthermore, an interesting pattern 
of results was found in questions 
about the work of the youth 
organization of LPCG, Young 
Liberals of Montenegro, where the 
majority of participants of this study, 
81%, agree that it is important for a 
Party to have an autonomous, active 
and publicly-visible organization, 
such as the Youth Forum, established 
and respected within the party. 
Added to this, all respondents 
(100%) think it is important that the 
Party supports young liberals in 

100%

Rights of youth representatives are 
equal to the rights of other members.

Yes No  I don't know

81%

19%

My party offers guaranteed youth 
voice and vote in key party bodies.

Yes No I don't  know

“It is important that we 
introduce programs on 
political responsibility, 
especially to our Young 
Liberals so that they can 
learn about political 
ethics at the very 
beginning of their 
political journey.”  

Interviewee  

LPCG 

4.6 Survey results for LPCG 4.7 Survey results for LPCG 
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organizing events and conferences aimed at the youth and that 
these events are attended by considerable and meaningful 
representation of the LPCG leadership. Although, 85% of the 
responses of this study claim this youth organization should be 
stronger (Chart 4.8), 80% of them also claim that the Young 
Liberals of Montenegro are doing a good job. The interviewees 
expressed their satisfaction with the work and effectives of the 
Young Liberals, even though they did not meet as often as usual 
in the past period due to COVID-19 measures issued by the 
authorities. They generally agree that the Young Liberals are 
very active and have managed to establish cooperation with 
many NGOs participating with them in various projects and 
activities. As an example, they shared their impressions from an 
activity where the Young Liberals worked to help marginalized 
groups from their communities engage in everyday activities in 
correlation with the citizens. Their goal was to help raise 
awareness, empower marginalized voices and provide a 
platform for the implementation of their rights. Young Liberals 
are planning to implement similar projects in the future, hoping 
such activities can be of help in spreading liberalist ideology and 
standpoints and attracting new party members in their local 
communities. The interviewees also pointed out that one of the 
main reasons why the youth is opting for the leading parties in 
Montenegro is not because they share their ideology, but in order 
to solve their existential issues. Getting employment in a public 
institution ensures security and certain benefits as medical 
covers, good working hours, paid potential leaves and 
retirement benefits.  
Another promising finding is that almost all respondents to the 
survey (95%) agree that a stable provision of adequate financial 
resources for projects of the Young Liberals (e.g. fixed monthly 
allowance or percentage of the Party’s budget) is guaranteed by 
the Party policies and regulations. Nonetheless, only 52% of 
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them think it is important that the Young Liberals have 
autonomous use of those financial resources, without prior 
approval from LPCG (Chart 4.11). The interviewees also claim 
that the Party always financially supports work of the Young 
Liberals and that the leadership of the Party is happy to attend 
their events. The Party reports that the General Secretary 
regularly covers the expenses the Young Liberals have in 
organizing their work, congresses, seminars, trainings, travel 
expenses for the purpose of attending international conferences, 
etc. Added to this, the Party provides rooms for the work of 
Young Liberals whose location is independent from the party 
headquarters.     
 
 
 

 

Scale: 5 -Strongly agree, 4 – Agree, 3 – Neither agree nor disagree, 2- Disagree, 1- Strongly disagree   

19%

33%

48%

5%

14%

52%

29%

43%

38%

19%

5%

24%

38%

33%

0 0,1 0,2 0,3 0,4 0,5 0,6

1

2

3

4

5

Young Liberals of Montenegro

In my opinion, youth wing of my party is doing a good job (average grade 4/5).

Regional  branches of youth wings have autonomy in their work (average grade 3,76/5).

Regional  branches of youth wings have good communication with party HQ (average grade 4,85/5).

 My party needs stronger youth wing of the party. (average grade 4,29/5)

4.8 Survey results for LPCG 
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When it comes to innovative 
policy platforms, the Party 
reports that there is a separate 
chapter in the Program of 
LCPG entitled “Liberalism – 
Faith in Youth” which aims to 
fight for the youth rights, their 
better employment rates, 
education, benefits they should 
enjoy and which are important 
for the better lifestyle of youth. 
Therefore, LPCG considers 
itself to be a party which deals 
with youth issues with 
exceptional sensibility. It is further explained in the letter that the 
Presidency of LPCG takes into consideration politics that the 
Young Liberals propose, which not only deal with the issues of 
student benefits, their examination periods and tuition fee 
concerns, but also human rights or minorities such as LGBT, 
legalization of cannabis, participation of youth NGOs in the 
governing institutions that make decisions about the youth. In 
fact, the interviewees have emphasized that the current Law on 
Youth of the Ministry of Sport and Youth of Montenegro has 
been initiated by the Young Liberals of Montenegro. Young 
Liberals actively participated and proposed reduction of fiscal 
levies for young entrepreneurs, stronger Erasmus networks and 
participation in other international programs and exchanges 
intended for the youth. Yet, 57% of the survey partakers state 
that the party does not have a clear strategy that articulates the 
Party’s view on improvement of youth issues, although such 
views could be used to entice new voters.    

“We have active groups of 
young Liberals in every major 
city in Montenegro and we 
are happy with their ideas and 
achievements. They fight for 
the improvement of life 
standards of all young 
Montenegrins, not just 
members of LPCG.“ 

Interviewee  

LPCG 
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  As far as the creation of 
candidate lists is concerned, 
the majority of study 
participants confirm that the 
Party pays attention to age 
balance in its electoral 
campaign and that LPCG 
actively promotes political 
participation of the youth in 
their electoral campaigns. 
However, 52% of the survey 
participants state that LPCG 

has not formally set quotas for elections in legislatures at all 
levels (Chart 4.9). On the other hand, 81% of the study 
participants confirm that the Party introduces measures of 
reserved seats for the members of Young Liberals or young 
people in key party bodies, including candidate selection panels, 
at all levels. Likewise, 71% of the respondents confirmed that 
there are youth-related priorities elaborated within LPCG where 
some of these priorities are included in the electoral campaigns 
and promises of the party.  The interviewees of BDF’s previous 
research on gender equality in liberal parties of the Western 
Balkans (BDF, 2021) explained in more detail that the challenge 
LPCG faces in this regard is the fact that the Party usually 
participates in the elections in coalition with other parties from 
Montenegro and, therefore, has to take into consideration many 
segments when making decision about the arrangement of the 
election lists, not just equality between different age groups. As 
this process limits the Party in certain aspects, it is 
understandable that it is challenging to nominate a balanced 
number of young candidates for the given elections.   

48%52%

My party introduces youth candidate 
quotas for elections in legislatures at all 

levels.

Yes No  I don't know

4.9 Survey results for LPCG 
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Additionally, the interviewees also state that they are pleased 
that the Young Liberals have established cooperation with many 
international organizations, NGOs and foundations, and that 
young members of LPCG are always glad to attend the events 
they invite them to, such as trainings, workshops, lectures and 
seminars intended for the advancement of political engagement 
of youth. In fact, 95% of the survey participants agree that it is 
important that the Party establishes and supports permanent 
youth academies and training programs for young party 
members in order to equip them with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to run and navigate institutional politics effectively 
as young candidates. It should be noted that 86% of the research 
participants also confirm that LPCG offers guaranteed provision 
of youth representation in the Party’s key forums, e.g. as 
speakers at the party congresses and program conventions, and 
similar.   

Moreover, the survey participants also rated the question about 
the organization of annual audits with the average grade of 
3.76/5 (Chart 4.10), indicating that 75% of them agree that the 
LPCG should organize annual audits to review youth related 
policies and practices that could help the Party improve their 
response to youth related issues. 

 

 

19%

43%

33%
5%

My party needs to make annual review of internal youth related 
policies and practices

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree or disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

4.10 Survey results for LPCG 
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The research indicates that only 57% of the responses note that 
the Party resources are fairly distributed between all the 
candidates (Chart 4.11). The interviewees confirmed that the 
Party fairly distributes the party resources among the young 
candidates. They also explained that LPCG is a relatively small 
party in Montenegro. However they pay special attention to 
select good candidates for their electoral lists, including 
members from the Young Liberals organization. The interview 
participants also state that the Party has not assigned a fixed 
monthly budget for the Young Liberals. Nevertheless, they all 
claim that the Party usually grants the allowances for their 
activities, and support their work whenever they request.   

 

	

As far as the youth mentorship program is concerned, the 
participants of this study state that, although there is no formal 
strategy that covers this important task in LPCG, the Party 
members who have more experience in politics, guide and 
advice new, and usually young, members of the Party’s to help 
them advance their political careers. Thus, in an informal way, 

29%
14%

38%

48%

5%

57%

62%

52%

95%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

The party’s resources are distributed fairly between all 
members and candidates.

In my party, youth has equal access to all resources
(financial  and decision-making).

In my opinion,  i t is important that youth forum
practices autonomous use of those financial resources

(without prior approval from the mother party).

In my opinion, it is important that a stable provision of 
adequate financial resources for youth wing operation 
and projects (e.g. a fixed percentage of the mother …

Financial resorces for youth

Yes No I don't  know

4.11 Survey results for LPCG 
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they provide advice for the steps young new members of the 
Party need to take to overcome any potential obstacles. In 
addition, the trainings, workshops and education that the Party 
organizes provide opportunities for the party’s members to 
discuss their experiences and exchange ideas and give informal 
advice to new members to help with their current challenges.   
 
It is interesting to learn that 78% of the responses indicate that 
the Liberal Party provide enough media exposure for its young 
candidates (Chart 4.12). Our participants also pointed out that 
not many young party members like media exposure and that 
equal chances are given to all, and depending on the topic of 
discussion in the media, the most competent person from the 
Party will be chosen to attend, regardless of his/her age. The 
interviewees state that some inexperienced, young party 
members are reluctant to make an appearance in the media, as 
most of them are inexperienced in debates and they are not 
comfortable in making a public speech and, therefore, they need 
exercises in how to get over the stage fright. The youth of LPCG 
is working very hard and their activities and contribution are of 
great help for the Party campaigns, and the interviewees agree 
that more members of LPCG need to be present in the media and 
recognized by the public.         

The interviewees also state that the Young Liberals have their 
profiles on social media and they are using the advantages of 
these platforms for the promotion of their activities and ideas. 
On the other hand, the interviewees claim that the Young 
Liberals should use these online tools better and improve their 
technological skills for better marking and networking results. 
They agree that social media enables the youth to engage in 
communication with their peers and supporters while 
expressing their fundamental political views. They also agree 
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that the youth of LPCG understand best that young adults use 
social media for entertainment and non-political purposes, so 
reaching out to younger generations is challenging. Social media 
networks can be used as a driver for group engagement and the 
interviewees hope the youth of LPCG will increase their online 
activities, which will lead to a greater political engagement of the 
youth of Montenegro.     

   

 

Regarding the question of whether there are any new and 
emerging issues in political participation of the youth, the 
research participants offered many interesting answers and few 
of them will be noted here. First of all, the participants suggest 
that trainings and workshops aimed at strengthening the youth 
political engagement should be organized more often. They find 
it is especially important that these workshops are organized on 
political ethics and teach them of the importance of high 
standards of ethical codes so that young politicians are aware 
from the beginning of their careers of the role of ethics in 
individual and collective decision-making processes. It is 
commonly believed in Montenegro that politics is a dirty 

29%

48%

9%

14%

My party ensures enough media exposure for younger 
candidates.

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree or disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

4.12 Survey results for LPCG 
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business and the youth joins political parties only for the interest, 
especially when they are dealing with unemployment issues, 
and this is why it is important that members of the liberal parties 
present their values best and avoid improper political activities, 
such as conflicts of interest, bribery, nepotism or similar. In fact, 
LPCG is currently in the process of writing an ethical code of 
practice, where the Party will list the agreed rules for the 
recruitment of new members, especially the youth.       
 
Added to this, many respondents highlighted that they hope the 
Young Liberals will meet more often now that the pandemics 
caused by COVID-19 is over, and initiate new activities and 
projects they will work on. Some interviewees say that it is 
interesting that some parties have youth quotas and it would be 
useful for LPCG to also consider introducing voluntary quotas 
to support their young members and ensure their political 
representation on the electoral lists and in the politics of their 
country. This might encourage them to join the political party 
that values the same ideology as they do and participate in the 
decision-making that 
concerns their local and 
national politics. What’s 
more, it is important that 
social media accounts of 
the Young Liberals are 
always up-to date and 
active, as exposure to 
political information on 
social networks is likely to 
lead to greater voter 
turnout among the youth 
over time. Finally, the 
respondents note that 

“Young adults do not like politics, 
and we strive to address non-
political issues important for the 
citizens of Montenegro, hoping we 
will tackle citizens, especially youth, 
to get more interested in politics, see 
the diversity on the political scene of 
our country and potentially join 
LPCG. ” 

Interviewee 

LPCG 
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regional cooperation among liberal parties is greatly appreciated 
in Montenegro and the idea to have the youth share their good 
practices, experiences and even gaps with each other is said to be 
very helpful. The participants of this research agree that 
members of the Liberal Party of Montenegro are looking forward 
to more inter-regional cooperation, including topics on political 
participation of the youth and their greater involvement on the 
political scene in Montenegro.  

OVERVIEW FOR LPCG: YOUTH ACTION PLAN 

Table 4.1 Checklist of criteria for a youth-friendly party  

 

Schemata:  ✓ - party complies with the criteria 
X – party does not comply with the criteria  
✓ & X – party partially complies with the criteria  
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3.2 CASE STUDY:  
LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF NORTH MACEDONIA 
 

he Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) is a social liberal party 
founded in 1997 in North Macedonia. In 2002, the Party 

participated in the parliamentary elections as part of an alliance 
called Together for Macedonia and won 12/120 seats and appointed 
four ministers in the new government. However, although LDP 
won 5/120 seats in the parliamentary elections in 2006, they did 
not remain in the government and lost four seats in the elections 
in 2011. LDP currently participates in the government where it 
holds 2/120 parliamentary seats.     

The LDP’s Statute regulates the youth body within the party, the 
Liberal-Democratic Youth (LiDeM) whose mandate is defined to 
last for two years. The objectives, tasks, organizational principles 
and operation of the LiDEM is governed by the Program and 
Rules of Operation of LiDeM and in accordance with the Statue 
of the LDP. Furthermore, its provisions regulate that the 
president, vice-president and general secretary are members of 
the Central Board of LDP. The President of the Municipal 
Organization of Liberal Democratic Youth is also a member of 
the Executive Board. Added to this, the president, vice-president 
and secretary of the municipal organization of the Liberal 
Democratic Youth are also members of the Municipal Board of 
LDP.   

Members of the Executive Board of the Liberal Democratic Youth 
of LPD are members of LDP Assembly, the highest body of LDP. 
The president of LiDeM is also a member of the Executive Board 
of LDP.  

T 
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Internationally, LiDeM is a full member of LYMEC and IFLRY, 
with whom they cooperate and participate in programs that 
focus on taking action on specific regional or thematic issues.  

In regards to that, 68% of the survey partakers expressed their 
opinion that it is important that the Statute of the party ensures 
balanced participation of youth in all party decision-making 
bodies, on electoral lists and for all nominated and appointed 
positions (Chart 4.13).  

 

In fact, the survey responses have demonstrated that 82% of the 
surveyed members agree that LDP includes younger members 
in intra-party initiatives and cooperation, and their average 
grade on question about youth inclusion in party leadership is 
3.82/5 (76%) (Chart 4.14 and Chart 4.15). The interviewees further 
elaborated that the youth of LDP participates in the decision-
making processes of the Party. The interviewees confirmed that 
the members of LiDeM actively participate in decision-making 
processes of the party and their voice is heard and considered 
valuable by the Party leadership.  
 

68%

23%

9%

In my opinion, it is important that party’s statute that ensures balanced 
participation of youth in all party decision-making bodies, on party electoral 

lists and for all nominated and appointed positions

Yes No  I don't know

4.13 Survey results for LDP 
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The results indicate that 95% of the survey partakers agree that 
LDP successfully promotes youth political programs and 
activities, and 86% of them expressed their satisfaction with the 
Party’s programs that actively support youth participation 
(Chart 4.16 and Chart 4.17). Moreover, 82% of the study 
participants supported the statement that the Liberal Democratic 
Party cares about youth wellbeing, while 82% of them agree that 
the Party provides enough training opportunities for its younger 
members abroad. However, the research results highlight that 
the party membership is not familiar with innovative party 
policy platforms for youth participation, as only 36% of them 
provided affirmative answer to this question. 

        

 

37%

36%

27%

My party includes younger members 
in intra-party initiatives and 

cooperation.

Strongly agree Agree
Neither agree or disagree Disagree
Strongly disagree

32%

23%

41%
4%

Youth is included in the running of 
the party (leadership).

Strongly agree Agree
Neither agree or disagree Disagree
Strongly disagree

95%

5%

Does your party actively promote 
youth participation in politics?

Yes No  I don't know

86%

14%

Does your party actively promote 
young candidates?

Yes No  I don't know

4.14 Survey results for LDP 4.15 Survey results for LDP 

4.16 Survey results for LDP 4.17 Survey results for LDP 
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Moreover, the research results show that 91% of the participants 
find that LDP encourages equality among its members and that 
rights of youth representatives are equal to the rights of other 
members of the Party, whereas 68% of the survey partakers agree 
that young party members are treated the same as older ones 
within LDP (Chart 4.18). Likewise, 86% of the respondents 
confirm that the Party offers guaranteed youth voice and vote in 
key party bodies (Chart 4.19). Interestingly, 82% of the 
participants aged 35-50 confirm that members of LDP enjoy 
equal rights within the party regardless of their age, while only 
56% of the younger participants, aged 18-35, support this same 
statement.  

 

   

In addition, 64% of the survey participants think it is important 
for a Party to have an autonomous, active and publicly visible 
organization, such as the Liberal Democratic Youth, established 
and respected within the party (Chart 4.20). Interestingly, almost 
all the research partakers, 91%, find that it is important that the 
Party supports youth wings in organizing events and 
conferences aimed at the youth and the same percent of 

91%

9%

Rights of youth representatives are 
equal to the rights of other members.

Yes No I don't  know

86%

14%

In my opinion, my party offers 
guaranteed youth voice and vote in 

key party bodies.

Yes No I don't  know

4.18 Survey results for LDP 4.19 Survey results for LDP 
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respondents, 91%, think that these events need to be attended by 
sizeable and meaningful representation of the LDP’s leadership.  
 
On the other hand, 81% of the 
research participants indicate that 
LiDeM should be stronger (Chart 
4.20), and this statement was 
supported mostly by participants of 
18-35 years of age, i.e. 84% of the 
participants of this age group 
support this notion.  The 
interviewees further explained that 
they are very happy with the 
leadership of LiDeM, as they are 
very active and meet regularly with their members. LiDeM often 
organizes panel discussions, seminars and similar events where 
all young adults are invited to attend, especially those who are 
interested to know more about LDP’s ideologies. They are very 
pleased that members of other parties also attend these sessions, 
and this practice helps gradual growth of the party’s 
membership. The interviewees also pointed out that the party 
leadership attend the important events that LiDeM organizes, 
and sometimes participate and address the youth. The 
participants of this study also pointed out that, in their 
experience, the youth, generally speaking, avoids politics and 
political processes in North Macedonia, and that the young 
adults join politics only in case they are seeking to solve the 
question of employment or similar interest. This is why LDP 
hopes that they will be a good example how, with the help of a 
chosen political party, they can fight for their ideals, better 
practices and improved life standards of their country. Similar to 
the results of the other parties examined within this study, 
majority of the participants (95%) agree that a stable provision of 

“LDP encourages its 
youth to state their 
opinion and the public 
already acknowledges 
that our party respects 
the rights of youth.”  

Interviewee  

LDP 
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adequate financial resources for LiDeM (e.g. fixed monthly 
allowance or percentage of the Party’s budget) is guaranteed by 
the Party policies and regulations, while 82% of them support 
the idea that LiDeM practices an autonomous use of those 
financial resources, without prior approval from LDP (Chart 4.23) 
that the organization could use for its activities. The interviewees 
claim that the Party overall supports their work and is always 
looking forward to aiding the new initiatives, programs and 
ideas of LiDeM.  
 

 

Scale: 5 -Strongly agree, 4 – Agree, 3 – Neither agree nor disagree, 2- Disagree, 1- Strongly disagree   

 

The study respondents also explained that, although innovative 
policy platforms were not initiated, there are always many 
activities that the Party undertakes which support youth political 
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engagement in LDP. An interviewee of our research explained 
that there is an idea to launch an initiative to lower the voting 
age bracket from 18 to 16 years of age in order to stimulate the 
youth to follow the politics and political scene earlier in their 
lives. At first, this was mentioned by LiDeM, but as this initiative 
is quite demanding and it will require a lot of time and efforts, it 
is very likely that LDP will be involved in such important 
question. There were also talks to initiate a youth quota system 
set to 30% in LDP, as this would ensure greater political 
engagement of the youth and bring young party members to the 
focus of party political activities. On the other hand, slightly over 
a half of the survey partakers (59%) highlight that the party does 
not have a clear strategy that articulates the Party’s view on 
improvement of youth issues, although such views could be 
used to entice new voters, and this is why some interviewees 
think that this gives the importance to launching the official 
youth quota of 30%.    

     As far as the creation of   
candidate lists is concerned, 
LDP members are nominated 
in accordance with the 
procedure outlined in the 
LDP Statute. It is interesting 
to point out that all the 
participants expressed 100% 
satisfaction with the Party’s 
approach to youth 
participation in the 
campaigns, and they all 

confirm that electoral lists support balanced political 
participation of the youth. Likewise, 86% of the research 
respondents have expressed their satisfaction with the party’s 

4.21 Survey results for LDP 
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activities for the promotion of young candidates. The 
interviewees of this research explained their satisfaction with the 
Party’s promotion of the young candidate for a mayor of a city 
in North Macedonia at the last local elections held in 2021, when 
the Party nominated and fully supported the chairwomen of the 
municipal board of the Liberal Democratic Youth in Kumanovo 
and the general secretary of LiDeM, Teodora Dimitrovska, as a 
candidate for mayor of the municipality of Kumanovo. In fact, 
this was the youngest candidate for mayor in this election, and 
although she did not win, the participants of this study explained 
that her nomination has shown to the youth of Macedonia how 
liberal parties give political space to their youth, support their 
political engagement and ideas and care for the change on the 
political scene of North Macedonia. Making the electoral lists is 
a very demanding process. Nevertheless, the interviewees 
explained that the Party strives to nominate a balanced number 
of young candidates on their lists to the extent possible.  

Furthermore, our 
research confirms that 
LiDeM significantly 
cooperates with 
international 
organizations, NGOs 
and civil associations 
to develop programs 
where key 
achievements are 
related to the political 
empowerment of the 
youth, not only young 
liberals, but all young 
adults in North 

“Young adults rather chose to join an 
NGO than a political party, as they fear 
politics will not help them solve their 
problems. Our ideologies are close to the 
convictions and open-mindedness of 
youth. This is why it is important that 
we reach and listen to them and give 
them opportunity to participate in 
changes that they seek to see in our 
society.“ 

Interviewee  

LDP 
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Macedonia. In fact, almost all the survey partakers (95%) think 
that it is important that the Party establishes and supports 
permanent youth academies and training programs for young 
party members in order to equip them with the necessary skills 
and knowledge to run and navigate institutional politics 
effectively as young candidates. The findings of this research 
further show that 86% of the participants agree that LDP offers 
guaranteed provision of youth representation in the Party’s key 
forums, e.g. as speakers at the party congresses and program 
conventions, and similar.  Our research also finds that the survey 
participants rate with the average grade of 3.82/5 (76%, Chart 
4.22) that LDP should organize annual audits to review youth 
related policies and practices or to identify any breach of the 
Party’s youth related policies.  

 

 

Nevertheless, only 32% of the responses indicate that Party 
resources are fairly distributed between all candidates (Chart 
4.23). When reviewing the survey answers that relate to the 
youth having equal access to all recourses (financial and 
decision-making), 45% of the participants support this statement, 
while interviewees explained that the Party usually financially 
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My party needs to make annual review of internal youth related policies 
and practices.

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree or
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supports young candidates and distributes the budget in 
accordance with the adopted plan for the given circumstances. It 
is important to note that LDP is not a big party and there are 
certain financial limitations; however, there are youth 
representatives in the decision-making bodies of the Party and 
they equally participate in making the decisions related to 
budget distribution. The interview participants also say that the 
Party assigns a budget for LiDeM, but they are not aware 
whether this is a fixed amount that the youth receive on a 
monthly basis, or if the Party grants allowances for LiDeM’s 
activities when needed. It is recommended that there is a policy 
for financial allocation of resources for LiDeM and their activities, 
and that the details of this policy are clearly communicated to 
party members, especially members of LiDeM. 

 

 

They further claim that, along with the LiDeM’s activities, there 
is an informal practice of mentorship where the LDP’s members 
with a longer experience in politics share advice and guidance 
with the new, young members in workshops, educations and 
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informal communication. The interviewees of this study support 
the idea of mentorship in LDP and believe the party will consider 
introducing a formal program where steps for the improvement 
of political career of young members of LDP will be outlined.  
 
When it comes to the media exposure of young candidates of 
LDP, our research finds that 79% of the responses find that LDP 
ensures enough media exposure for young candidates (Chart 
4.24). Similarly, a majority of them emphasized that, as some 
media channels are under the influence of certain political 
parties, LiDeM relies on social networks and online posts where 
there is no censure and where they can directly communicate 
with their fans and voters. They further explained that the Party 
encourages the youth to participate in public debates or press 
conferences as well, and they usually pick the person who is 
most familiar with the topic and who has good communication 
skills. 

 
	Generally speaking, young adults 
follow technological 
advancements, and our 
interviewees confirm that LiDeM 
often uses online tools for the 
promotion of their work, activities 
and ideas. As the visual content 
plays a role in every part of life 
nowadays, social media profiles of 
LiDeM are one of its key channels 

for communicating important messages, policy papers, 
initiatives, etc. to a wider audience, especially the youth of North 
Macedonia. They hope they will have more professional 
trainings to advance their skills on usage of online tools and 
social media promotion in order to improve their visual contents 

4.24 Survey results for LDP 
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aimed at the social media. They also hope this could help spread 
the liberal ideas more efficiently, especially among their peers. 

Study participants highlighted several emerging issues in 
regards to the youth political engagement that the Party plans to 
strengthen through its existing mechanisms, and few of them 
will be mentioned here. To start with, LiDeM is a very active 
internal organization that enthusiastically promotes the political 
participation of youth in North Macedonia and LDP is very 
pleased with their dedicated work and activities they carried out 
for the promotion of their fellow candidate, member or LiDeM, 
for the Mayor of Kumanovo at the last local elections held in 2021, 
Ms. Teodora Dimitrovska. Through their activism, they aim to 
encourage the North Macedonian youth, especially young 
women, to take interest in politics and help them learn how they 
can contribute and improve the overall socio-economic situation 
in their community and country. They hope that LiDeM will 
continue to organize trainings and workshops to help its 
members prepare for higher levels of governance, career and 
communication-skills advancement, as they hope the Party will 
always strive to include more young candidates on its lists. The 
participants find that, as the Party gives the opportunity to the 
youth to show their talents, knowledge and ambitions through 
the activities of LiDeM, it will be easier for the Party to identify 
and nominate the most competent young members for certain 
assignments, positions and managerial duties.  
The partakers of this study also pointed out, among other 
suggestions, that LiDeM has initiated and submitted a request 
for the formation of the Law on Youth that regulates the rights 
of young adults, students, political rights of the youth, various 
subventions for meals, public transportation, etc. LDP has 
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recognized the importance of 
this initiative and formed a 
working group that worked on 
this Law and, eventually, this 
Law was adopted at the state 
level. They are considering 
introducing an initiative to 
lower the voting age in North 
Macedonia to 16, aiming to 
increase long-term voter 
turnout. They believe that 
voting is habitual and that 16 
year-olds have the necessary 
civic knowledge, skills and cognitive ability to vote responsibly, 
as they already participate in politics by becoming grassroots 
activists and advocating for their rights before relevant 
institutions. Although there is a general opinion that young 
adults are irresponsible, immature, inexperienced and lack 
knowledge in politics, LDP recognizes that young people are in 
favor with the liberal ideologies and open-mindedness, and 
through LiDeM they are trying to reach out to them and provide 
them with the opportunity to express their opinion, fight for their 
rights and improve the lives of youth.   
 
Last but not least, the respondents underline LDP fears that the 
population of North Macedonia is rapidly changing as the young 
adults are migrating to the western EU countries, while the 
elderly citizens, who usually do not support liberal ideology, 
remain to vote and, as the result, changes on the political scene 
of their county are slow.  This is why regional cooperation 
among the liberal parties is greatly appreciated in North 
Macedonia, and the idea to share good practices, positive and 
negative experiences with each other is very significant. The 

“Lowering the voting age to 
16 will improve the lives of 
youth and increase voter 
turnout. LiDeM will continue 
to help young people exercise 
their right to be heard and 
their interests taken 
seriously.”  

Interviewee  

LDP 



Liberal Western Balkans on the Move: Youth in Liberal Political Parties 
 

 
Page 53 of 119 BDF 2022 

 

Liberal Democratic Party is looking forward to more projects that 
require inter-regional cooperation and cover the topics of 
political engagement of youth and provide them with the 
opportunities to express their opinion and find a way to become 
a part of the political change.  
 
OVERVIEW FOR LDP: YOUTH ACTION PLAN 

Table 4.2 Checklist of criteria for a youth-friendly party 

 

Schemata:  ✓ - party complies with the criteria 
X – party does not comply with the criteria  
✓ & X – party partially complies with the criteria  
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3.3 CASE STUDY:  
OUR PARTY OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA  
 

ur Party (Naša stranka, NS) is a social-liberal party 
founded in 2008 in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Over the short 
period of time, the Party’s steady success and growth 

became evident. Compared to results achieved in the General 
Election in 2010, when Our Party won only two seats in the 
Sarajevo Canton Assembly and one seat in the House of Peoples 
of the Federation of B&H, the Party now holds 10 seats in five 
cantons, 3/42 seats in the House of Representatives of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of B&H (opposition), 6/98 seats in the 
House of Representatives of Federation of B&H (opposition) and 
the current Prime Minister of Sarajevo Canton is from Our Party. 

Regarding the overview of the Party’s legislative framework, its 
internal regulations and general structure with respect to the 
youth, Our Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina highlights the 
importance of political inclusion of youth in its Statute, stating 
that the Party shall ensure to establish the mechanisms necessary 
for increased representation and participation of women and 
youth in party bodies and in political life. Moreover, the Statute 
regulates that the Youth Forum is a body of Our Party and that a 
representative of the Youth Forum is a member of the Presidency 
of NS. The Statute also regulates that the members of the Party’s 
Governing Board include the youth, and it is determined that 
members of this body are the presidents of the regional/cantonal 
boards of the Youth Forums of Our Party. Also, further details 
are provided for the structure of the Party’s Governing Board, 
composition of the local boards and the regional/cantonal boards 
outlining that substantial efforts must be made to ensure 30% of 
its members are under the age of 30 in the aforementioned bodies. 
The Statute also defines that party members up to 30 years of age 

O 
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can join the Youth Forum of NS. Also, the Youth Forum adopts 
its own Rules of Procedures that regulate the manner of 
coordination, organization and supervision of the activities of 
the forum, which must be approved by the Presidency of NS.  
 
The Youth Forum was established in 2009, aiming to bring the 
policies of NS closer to young people of BiH, as well as to bring 
closer the issues youth is dealing with to the members of NS. The 
organization of the Forum was gradually built from youth 
networks to local forums. In 2017, the network of Youth Forum 
of Our Party became a member of LYMEC and IFLRY. 

According to the research 
results, 75% of the 71 survey 
participants find that it is 
important that the Statute of 
the party ensures balanced 
participation of the youth in all 
party decision-making bodies, 
on electoral lists and for all 
nominated and appointed 
positions (Chart 4.25).  
Likewise, an average 76% of 
the research participants 
confirm that NS includes 
younger members in intra-party initiatives and cooperation, and 
their average grade on the question about youth inclusion in 
party leadership is 3.48/5 (69.6%) (Chart 4.26 and Chart 4.27). 
Also, all our interviewees have confirmed that the youth 
participate in the decision-making processes of the Party, 
although they hope a greater number of young members, who 
are competent and have relevant skills, can be a part of the Party 
leadership in the future. They also indicated that they hope that 

75%

4%

21%

In my opinion, it is important that 
party’s statute that ensures 

balanced participation of youth in all 
party decision-making bodies, on 

party electoral lists and for all 
nominated and appointed positions 

Yes No I don't  know
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Likewise, an average 76% of the research participants confirm 
that NS includes younger members in intra-party initiatives and 
cooperation, and their average grade on the question about 
youth inclusion in party leadership is 3.48/5 (69.6%) (Chart 4.26 
and Chart 4.27). Also, all our interviewees have confirmed that 
the youth participate in the decision-making processes of the 
Party, although they hope a greater number of young members, 
who are competent and have relevant skills, can be a part of the 
Party leadership in the future. They also indicated that they hope 
that more youth-related issues will be discussed at the Party’s 
meetings and assemblies, as they find that it is expected of the 
Youth Forum to address topics that concern political 
engagement of the youth, for which the Youth Forum currently 
does not have proper capacities. 
 

 

     

Added to this, 92% of the survey partakers agree that the party 
actively promotes youth participation in politics and, similarly, 
72% of them expressed their satisfaction with the Party’s 
program for the active promotion of young candidates (Chart 
4.28 and Chart 4.29). Moreover, 80.2% of the study participants 
supported the statement that NS cares about youth wellbeing, 
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while 70.7% of them agree that the Party provides enough 
training opportunities for its younger members abroad. 
Nevertheless, the survey results highlight that little is known 
among the party membership about the innovative party policy 
platform for greater political participation of youth, as only 
22.5% of them support this notion.  

 

     
 

When asked about equal 
treatment of youth 
representatives and having 
equal rights to the rights of 
other members within the 
Party, 90% of respondents 
believe that Our Party treats all 
generations of its members 
fairly (Chart 4.30). Similarly, 
83% of the survey responses 
indicated that the Party offers guaranteed youth voice and vote 
in key party bodies (Chart 4.31). Interestingly, there is a slight 
discrepancy between the participants’ answers to these two 
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Does your party actively promote 
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Yes No I don't  know
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28%

In your opinion does your party 
actively promote young 
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questions when compared to their age. To be more precise, 81.8% 
of the participants aged 18-35 confirm all members of NS enjoy 
equal rights within the party, regardless of their age, participants 
aged 35-50 rate this question 86.9%, whereas all survey 
respondents aged 50+ (100%) support this statement. When it 
comes to the latter question, support to the given statement 
grows with age group, as 72.7% of the participants aged 18-35 
agree that NS guarantees youth voice and vote in key party 
bodies, 82.6% of the participants aged 35-50 and lastly, 92.3% of 
the participants aged 50+. Likewise, when asked if the young 
party members are treated the same as older ones in NS, 59% of 
the respondents aged 18-35 agreed to this statement, while 88% 
of the respondents aged 50+ affirmatively answered this 
question, resulting in the average rate of 76% (Chart 4.32). 

        

    
Furthermore, the survey results demonstrate that a majority of 
participants, 83%, agree that it is important for a Party to have an 
autonomous, active and publicly-visible organization, such as 
the Youth Forum, established and respected within the party 
(Chart 4.33). Interestingly, all research partakers (100%) find that 
it is important that the Party supports youth wings in organizing 
events and conferences aimed at the youth and that these events 
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are attended by sizeable and meaningful representation of the 
NS leadership.  

                            

 

On the other hand, 88% of the responses in this analysis indicate 
that the Youth Forum should be stronger (Chart 4.34), whereas 
only 59% of the participants aged 18-35 agree that the Youth 
Form is doing a good job. The 
interviewees state that the 
effectiveness of the Youth Forum 
varies with location, as the youth 
network is divided to regional 
subsidiaries. They generally 
agree that the Youth Forum is not 
doing well in recruiting new 
members, as there are internal 
problems within the Forum, 
including lack of motivation 
among its members, lack of 
initiatives or willingness to 
participate in the Forum’s activities that are important for the 
community. They fear that the youth of the Forum is not 
connecting their work with NS, as their discussion at meetings is 
usually oriented to addressing interpersonal issues among the 
Forum’s members. Nevertheless, they emphasized that they had 
several very successful activities for the promotion of the Forum 
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7%

83%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

It is important that an autonomous, active
and publicly-visible youth organization (e.g.,
youth forum) is established and respected
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“Our Party has a slow, but 
solid growth of membership, 
as we have the most 
progressive politics in BiH, 
however, this growth is not 
reflecting the number of new 
young members joining the 
Party.”  

Interviewee  

Our Party 
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and NS, which turned out to be very successful in attracting new 
party members in their local communities, including first aid 
exercises, pointing to an ecological problem, celebrating 
important dates, innovative gestures for the citizens, abolition of 
university indexes etc. They state that these activities were 
welcomed by the citizens and local media and, as the activities 
did not focus on political issues, they were well received by the 
youth. The interviewees also pointed out that the major reason 
why the youth is not joining Our Party in great numbers is due 
to the fact that the majority of young people deal with the 
unemployment issue and they are looking for ways to solve this 
crucial issue in their lives. Joining political parties that offer 
employment within the public institutions is currently a 
common pattern that motivates the youth to join big political 
parties regardless of their ideologies. However, NS does not 
promote itself as “a political employer”.   

Almost all study participants (96%) agree that a stable provision 
of adequate financial resources for the Youth Forum projects (e.g. 
fixed monthly allowance or percentage of the Party’s budget) is 
guaranteed by the Party policies and regulations, whereas 43% 
of them support the idea that the Youth Forum practices 
autonomous use of those financial resources, without prior 
approval from NS (Chart 4.37) that the Forum could use for their 
activities. The interviewees claim that the Party overall supports 
their work and is always looking forward to aid new initiatives, 
programs and ideas of the Youth Forum. 
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Scale: 5 -Strongly agree, 4 – Agree, 3 – Neither agree nor disagree, 2- Disagree, 1- Strongly disagree   

 
Some respondents 
explained that, even if 
some innovative policy 
platforms were initiated, 
they are not aware of 
them, indicating that such 
policies and activities 
should be clearly 
communicated to the 
party membership. An 
interviewee of our 
research explained that 
there is an idea to launch 
an initiative of 30%, 
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“New initiatives, such as youth 
exchange among the liberal parties 
of the Western Balkans on a certain 
period of time would be an excellent 
opportunity for young liberals to 
meet their peers better, exchange the 
opinion, learn from their experience 
and offer mutual regional support 
for the future candidacy. “ 

Interviewee  

Our Party 
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similar to the model of the Party’s program initiative 50% (i50%), 
which is designed to ensure gender equality and greater female 
participation in the work of the Party. Some interviewed 
individuals explained that, this way, the Youth Forum would be 
canceled as an organization, and the trainings, workshops and 
other activities for advancing political skills of youth members 
would directly be organized by the Party. They hope that such a 
reorganization would achieve similar results to that of the i50% 
program for gender equality, as ensuring greater political 
empowerment of the youth and meeting the quota of 30% would 
be in the focus of the Party. All interviewees state that, currently, 
the Party does not meet the minimum quota of 30% on its 
electoral lists, and young members often feel invisible, although 
each regional subsidiary has an active group of 5-6 members who 
diligently work to implement the Forum’s activities. They state 
that they are currently under the impression that, unless they 
persistently impose themselves in the Party circles during 
electoral campaigns, they will not be included on the electoral 
lists, regardless of their prior contribution and work. On the 
other hand, some interviewees claim that the Youth Forum is not 
ready to be converted into the project i30%, as there is not a 
sufficient number of skilled, competent, educationally ready and 
experienced members to meet the quota requirements of 30% 
and join politics as councilors or political representatives. They 
suggest that a stronger youth network needs to be established 
first, where the young members will receive the training, advice 
and support required for higher and more demanding political 
positions. In fact, almost half of the survey partakers (49%) 
highlight that the party does not have a clear strategy that 
articulates the Party’s view on improvement of youth issues, 
although such views could be used to entice new voters, and this 
is why some interviewees think that more needs to be done to 
establish the grounds for launching an i30% project for the youth.    
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   As far as formation of 
candidate lists is concerned, 
the majority of research 
participants indicated that 
the Party pays attention to 
age balance in its electoral 
campaign and that the Party 
actively promotes political 
participation of the youth in 
their electoral campaigns. 
The survey analysis reveals 
that 76% of the partakers are 

familiar with the NS introducing youth candidate quotas for 
elections in legislatures at all levels (Chart 4.35). When it comes 
to the state legislative framework, the Electoral Law of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina does not regulate youth quotas nor does it 
introduce specific guidelines for the inclusion of young 
politicians on the election lists in Bosnia and Herzegovina. NS 
has undoubtedly taken a step forward introducing the youth 
quota of 30% in its leadership structure and aims to ensure and 
promote higher participation of its young members, not only on 
its electoral lists, but in the political life of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as well. In fact, 80% of the participants confirm that 
the Party introduces measures of reserved seats of 
representatives of the Youth Forum or young people in key party 
bodies, including candidate selection panels, at all levels. 
Likewise, 72% of the research respondents have expressed their 
satisfaction with the party’s activities for the promotion of young 
candidates. The interviewees of BDF’s previous research on 
gender equality in liberal parties of the Western Balkans (BDF, 
2021) explained in more detail that the challenge Our Party faces 
in this regard is the fact that the Party takes into consideration 

4.35 Survey results for Our Party 
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many important segments and criteria when creating electoral 
lists or nominating and appointing the candidates, namely:  

• Equality between different age groups; 
• Gender equality; 
• Competence and professional background of the 

candidates; 
• Candidates’ experience in a given field;  
• Their engagement in the Party’s activities and programs;   
• Political reputation of the candidates.  

 
As this process is very demanding, it is understandable that it is 
quite challenging for the local boards to nominate a balanced 
number of young candidates on top numbers of the aforesaid 
norms. This is why the interviewees stated that the quota of 30% 
is not always respected in practice, and that young members of 
NS sometimes feel it is unfair that more of their peers are not 
included on the electoral lists.   

Furthermore, the interviewees also indicate that they are aware 
of the cooperation NS has established with international 
organizations, various NGOs and foundations, including BDF, 
and they appreciate the benefits that this kind of cooperation 
includes valuable regional and cross-party exchange of 
experience and knowledge through various trainings, 
workshops, lectures and seminars organized to develop 
strategies for advancement of political careers of the youth. In 
fact, all the survey partakers (100%) also indicated that it is 
important that the Party establishes and supports permanent 
youth academies and training programs for young party 
members, in order to equip them with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to run and navigate institutional politics effectively 
as young candidates. By comparing the results by the age groups 
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regarding the statement that the Party has programs that actively 
support the youth participation in politics, the majority of survey 
participants aged 50+ (92.3%) responded affirmatively, whereas 
only 68% of the participants aged 18-35 agreed with this 
allegation, demonstrating a slight discrepancy between their 
standpoints in this question. The findings of this research further 
show that 80% of the participants agree that NS offers 
guaranteed provision of the youth representation in the Party’s 
key forums, e.g. as speakers at the party congresses and program 
conventions, and similar.  The research results indicate that the 
survey participants rate with the average grade of 4/5 (80%, 
Chart 4.36) that Our Party should organize annual audits to 
review youth related policies and practices or to identify 
potential misconduct in the party when it comes to youth related 
issues.  

        

 
 
On the other hand, only 29.5% of the responses indicate that 
Party resources are fairly distributed between all the candidates 
(Chart 4.37). When reviewing the survey answers in accordance 
with the age groups, it is interesting to note that only 36% of the 
participants aged 18-35 agree that the youth has equal access to 
all recourses (financial and decision-making), whereas 81% of 
the respondents aged 50+ support this same statement. In 
addition, the interviewees commented that, during campaigns, 
the Party usually financially supports only the candidates who 
are in the top 10 on electoral lists, and young candidates are 

30%

46%

20%
3% 1%

My party needs to make annual review of internal youth related policies and 
practices.

Strongly agree
Agree
Neither agree or disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree
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usually placed on lower positions and thus receive less attention 
and funding. They hope this can be better handled in the future. 
It is important to note that Our Party is not a big party and there 
are certain financial limitations; however, there are youth 
representatives in the decision-making bodies of the Party and 
they equally participate in making the decisions related to 
budget distribution. The interview participants also confirm that 
the Party has assigned a budget that the Youth Forum receives 
on a monthly basis, and the Party usually grants greater 
allowances in case a higher amount of money is needed for the 
Forum’s activities.   

                                          

 

When it comes to the mentorship program for youth, our 
participants state that there is no formal strategy that covers this 
important task in Our Party. Nevertheless, it is common practice 
in the Party that members with an extensive background in 
politics often meet with new members to explain in more detail 
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The party’s resources are distributed fairly between all 
members and candidates.
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use of those financial resources (without prior  approval
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It is important that a stable provision of adequate 
financial resources for youth wing operation and 

projects (e.g. a fixed percentage of the mother party’s 
budget) is guaranteed.
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the Party’s programs and objectives. They also claim that the 
activities, trainings, workshops and seminars organized by the 
Party often address the topics that are relevant for the future 
political career of the party’s members. At these events, the 
members get the opportunity to discuss their experiences, 
review current issues in the society and share advice with new 
members to help them to get more involved and to raise their 
confidence, and the research participants hope youth issues will 
be in more focus in the future, as they need more advice and 
training on public speaking, writing initiatives and guidance on 
how to overcome the obstacles they are likely to face upon their 
first appointment as councilors or similar.   
 
On the subject matter of representation in the media, 69% of the 
responses estimate that Our Party provides enough media 
exposure to young candidates (Chart 4.38). Likewise, a majority 
of them have highlighted the Party efforts to advance its 
communication strategies and equally promote young 
candidates on the increasingly popular social media channels, so 
that the fans and voters of Our Party and citizens in general can 
follow and obtain first-hand information about their political 
ideas, programs and activities prior to electoral processes. The 
research participants also highlighted that young party members 
naturally get more support from the party in media and online 
once they get elected. Therefore, some interviewees shared their 
view that, just as good quality products are easy to advertise in 
the media, in the same way all party members need to make 
individual efforts to “polish” their political activities and 
statements to ensure they are of good quality first. Likewise, in 
order to get promotional support from the Party, they state that 
each party member should continuously work on self-
improvement and seek opportunities for additional political 
education. However, the participants of the project are under the 
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impression that the youth is 
currently not interested in the 
workshops and seminars that 
are organized on educational 
grounds. The youth has the 
advantage of easily adapting 
to continuous technological 
advancements, and our 
interviewees confirm that the 
Youth Forum and its 
members are using online 
social networks for the promotion of their work, activities and 
ideas. As we live in the digital age, where visual content plays a role in 
every part of life, the youth use their social media profiles as one of 
the key methods that helps transfer important messages to a wider 
audience, especially young citizens of their country. As an example of 
a successful online promotion, the participants of this project have 
mentioned a video clip that was made by the Youth Forum from Tuzla 
on the inadequate duration of the pedestrian traffic sign on the 
crossroad in their city, and this video-clip was well accepted by the 
audience, especially the youth. They hope the Party can ensure more 
professional engagement and time of the PR Office and/or more 
trainings on online tools usage and social media promotion to help the 
Youth Forum improve their visual contents intended for the social 
media, as their posts can be very useful for opening up a discussion, 
promoting interpretation, and encouraging further questioning of the 
given issue in the public. They also hope this could eventually result in 
more media appearances, as they believe they will then be seen as 
serious politicians and activists by the public, especially their peers.   

The research also explored whether there are any new and 
emerging issues in the youth political engagement in Our Party 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the participants have given 
several suggestions how the Party can help its young members 
to advance their participation in politics and improve their 

4.38 Survey results for Our Party 
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communication strategies. First of all, the respondents find that 
there should be more innovative youth policy platforms 
intended to recruit new young members whose membership can 
potentially “refresh” the work of the Youth Forum with new 
ideas. Also, some participants noticed that the appointed young 
councilors, although few, need Party’s assistance to better run 
their political programs and efficiently present them to the 
citizens, including committees of expert advisors in certain fields, 
e.g. architecture, economics, urbanism, transport and 
communications, etc., whom all the municipality councilors can 
contact and consult to become equipped with the required 
knowledge and attain a clear understanding of the issue before 
they address the local governing authority. Appointed 
councilors are not, of course, experts on all issues that affect their 
local communities and this way the Party could provide 
appropriate support to the councilors and help them to better 
present their policy and legislative initiatives during their 
mandate, especially to those who are at the very start of building 
their political careers. They proceeded to explain that the reason 
why young councilors could benefit from such strategically 
organized consultations is the fact that they often see politics as 
a very hostile place for the youth, so improving their knowledge, 
communication strategies and solutions for difficult issues can 
strengthen them to pursue their career in politics.    
The partakers of this study also pointed out the recent situation 
that occurred in Zenica, where under the circumstances, the 
leadership of the current City Board now mostly consists of the 
Youth Forum members, and the president of City Board is the 
president of the Youth Forum Zenica. This is not an easy task, 
but the youth of this Youth Forum subsidiary has stepped up and 
unexpectedly taken over the responsibility for running this 
important Board. The participants of this study hope the results 
of their work will be successful and that they will serve as a good 
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example of youth’s diligent work. Moreover, the participants 
hope that the media and educational institutions will recognize 
the importance of political education among the youth, so that 
young citizens understand the importance of power a voter has 
on an election day, especially to ensure youth involvement in all 
phases of voter education campaigns, and that adequate 
methods and multimedia strategies are implemented to catch the 
attention of the youth. The respondents also note that the youth 
is generally not interested in politics in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and they find it repulsive due to numerous cases of malversation 
that is connected to current political elite. Furthermore, they 
explain that it is important that the youth is educated and 
informed about the political 
system of BiH and parties and 
their ideologies, in order to 
motivate them to execute their 
democratic right to vote. The 
participants of this study find 
that projects similar to the BDF’s 
project ‘Be careful who you vote 
for’ are very important and 
helpful in reaching the youth 
and helping them get more 
familiar with the importance of 
participating in the elections. They hope this can be one of the 
ways to strike back against the brain drain in B&H, as changes 
on the political scene could create better opportunities and 
changes in the quality education, investment in human capital 
and life standards in their homeland. The political parties should 
do more to develop interactive online tools to reach out to 
computer-literate young voters as well as to include the youth in 
electoral management body, as poll station workers and election 
observers. They also state that youth members are generally 

“There are plenty of 
opportunities that the open 
market offers, and the youth 
are members of the global 
community, therefore their 
political engagement needs to 
be fierce, bold and honest.”  

Interviewee  

Our Party 
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underrepresented in the media content in B&H and hope that the 
media will do more in the future to nurture a positive public 
opinion on youth’s involvement in politics and the public life. 
The respondents state that Our Party continuously invests efforts 
to ensure that the voice of their young members is heard on the 
political scene in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and such actions 
could help reverse the evident brain drain among the youth and 
encourage their sustainable return to Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Furthermore, the participants also stated they are aware that 
innovative activities must be initiated by the Youth Forum as 
well. They plan and hope to implement a political academy for 
the youth to engage young liberals in more in-depth discussions, 
analyses and education on the contemporary political topics and 
issues that are of current concern within NS. This way, they hope 
they can help profile and discover new political potentials that 
are already members of NS.   
Last but not least, the respondents underline that Our Party 
supports cross-party cooperation among the liberal and other 
parties from the region, as well as from the EU countries. The 
Party has developed internal legal frameworks to ensure that the 
youth is fairly represented at all levels and that they participate 
in all Party’s decision-making bodies. The participants of this 
study hope that one the future goals of the liberal parties in the 
Western Balkans is to establish ongoing activity of their parties 
that will include interregional cooperation of youth, youth 
exchange project, similar to student exchange programs that are 
already in practice at many world universities. The study 
partakers emphasized that regional cooperation is important for 
the youth as it encourages exchanges of good practices and helps 
strengthen the political capacities of the youth in WB liberal 
parties. It would particularly be very beneficial if regional youth 
conferences were organized by youth forums with the support 
of their mother parties. These conferences would represent a 
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serious effort of the young liberals, where they would get the 
opportunity to present themselves and their work regionally to 
their peers. They hope that the party leadership would also be 
excited to attend such conferences and, potentially, be invited as 
key speakers or members of the panel discussions on a given 
topic. Such events would help liberal parties and their youth 
forums share a different image of the political practices, as the 
public would get the opportunity to see regional cooperation and 
mutual support among young politicians rather than getting the 
common message on national or ethnic division, any members of 
youth forum would get regional promotion of their work and 
political engagement.   
 
OVERVIEW FOR OUR PARTY: YOUTH ACTION PLAN 

Table 4.3 Checklist of criteria for a youth-friendly party  

Schemata:  ✓ - party complies with the criteria  
X – party does not comply with the criteria 
✓ & X – party partially complies with the criteria 
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3.4 CASE STUDY: 
 MOVEMENT OF FREE CITIZENS OF SERBIA  
 

he Movement of Free Citizens (Pokret slobodnih građana - 
PSG) of Serbia is a political organization in Serbia founded 

in 2017 which values liberal ideology. PSG participated in the 
recent Parliamentary elections in 2022 within the coalition 
“United for the Victory of Serbia”, which got 13.5% votes. It 
currently has two representatives in the City Assembly of 
Belgrade and no seats in the Parliament or National Assembly of 
Serbia. The current President of PSG is a 29 year old man, Pavle 
Grbovic.  

The Statute of PSG, adopted in 2019 in Belgrade, does not 
mention the term “youth” nor does it determine the number of 
youth members/representatives in its decision-making bodies. 
The structure of the PSG does not have a youth wing and youth 
is not mentioned in the programs of the Movement. In fact, the 
youth is mentioned only once on the official webpage of PSG, 
stating that one of the values and goals of PSG is to ensure the 
perspective for the youth of Serbia.   

         The results obtained within 
this research show that 83% 
of 35 survey participants 
find it important that the 
Statute of PSG ensures 
balanced participation of the 
youth in all party decision-
making bodies, on party 
electoral lists and for all 
nominated and appointed 
positions (Chart 4.39). The 
interviewees confirm that 
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appointed positions

Yes No I don't  know

4.39 Survey results for PSG 



Liberal Western Balkans on the Move: Youth in Liberal Political Parties 
 

 
Page 74 of 119 BDF 2022 

 

the political participation of youth is highly encouraged and 
supported by the PSG leadership and, in fact, most members of 
the Movement are young adults. They further confirm that the 
young members of PSG are included in party leadership as, in 
fact, the President of PSG is the best representative of youth of 
the Movement.  The research results further show that 89.7% of 
the partakers agree that young members are included in intra-
party initiatives and cooperation (average grade 4.49/5, chart 
4.40). They further confirm that the youth is included in party 
leadership in 88.6% cases (average grade 4.43/5, Chart 4.41). In 
the response received from the PSG interviewees, it is explained 
that the Movement has not determined the minimal percentage 
of young members appointed in the Party’s decision-making 
bodies in its Statute or other regulations. Regrettably, PSG has 
not provided official answers in a timely manner required for 
this research, therefore their response could not be reported in 
this study. The interviewees explain that, although there is no 
formal procedure for targeting young members for nomination 
and election to the structural bodies of PSG, the young members 
get elected and appointed in practice, and even the current 
president of the PSG is a representative of their youth.  They 
agree that PSG considers and appreciates the contribution of 
their young members and values their opinion in every sense 
and confirm that the party leadership takes into account 
suggestions and objections that they initiate. Nevertheless, the 
participants also point out that, as PSG stands as the opposition 
to the ruling party or ruling governance, the youth is reluctant to 
make appearance under PSG flags and publicly express their 
dissatisfaction with the policies of a governing body, as they fear 
they could face consequences at school, university or at work for 
openly expressing their opposing political views. This is why 
many young adults choose not to stand out or be vocal about 
their political activism.     
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Moreover, 97% of the study participants confirm that PSG 
actively promotes youth participation in politics and, likewise, 
97% of them also agree that the Movement actively promotes its 
young candidates (Chart 4.42 and Chart 4.43). Added to this, 87% 
of the survey partakers find that PSG cares about youth 
wellbeing, while 77% of them think that the Movement provides 
enough training opportunities for its young members abroad. 
One of the conclusions of this research is also that the Movement 
membership is not familiar with the innovative policy platforms 
of PSG for greater youth participation in politics, as only 25.7% 
of them verify this statement. 

                      

      
When it comes to the equal treatment of young members and 
ensuring that the rights of youth representatives are equal to the 
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rights of other members within PSG, 89% of the survey 
respondents find that internal practices of the Movement ensure 
equal treatment among all its members, regardless of age (Chart 
4.44). Also, 91% of the survey respondents find that the 
Movement offers guaranteed youth voice in key bodies of PSG 
(Chart 4.45). However, as the Statue of PSG does not regulate the 
percentage of youth in the structure of the Movement, it is highly 
recommended that the inclusion of youth is officially determined 
by the Movement’s legislative framework. 
 

                          

     
 
When it comes to youth organization within the movement, PSG 
does not have a separate young people-led organization that 
enables separate environment and relevant programs and 
policies that address the opportunities, capacities and benefit of 
the youth and their meaningful participation in politics. 
Nevertheless, 83% of the respondents think it is important that 
the Movement supports young liberals in having autonomous, 
active and publicly visible organization, established and 
respected within PSG. Upon review of the survey answers by age 
groups, it is interesting to note that only 75% of the respondents 
18-35 years of age agree that young members should have youth 
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organization within PSG, whereas 87% of the respondents aged 
35-50 and 95% of the respondents aged 50+ support this same 
statement. Then, 81% of the responses of this study show that the 
Party offers guaranteed youth voice and vote in key party bodies. 

Moreover, all participants (100%) 
agree it is important that PSG 
supports its youth in organizing 
their own events and conferences 
and 97% of them think that it is 
important that these events are 
attended by considerable and 
meaningful representation of PSG 
leadership. Although 83% of the 
survey respondents estimate that 
the youth organization of PSG 

should be stronger, 73% of them are satisfied with the results of 
their work and think they are doing a good job (Chart 4.46).  The 
interviewees confirm that youth organization is formally not 
established within PSG, although the idea was considered in the 
past. Nowadays, the youth spontaneously gather and meet, and 
through their activities they support the initiatives and work of 
the Movement. They claim that PSG usually supports their 
initiative for the organization of seminars, trainings and 
workshops aimed at empowerment of the youth and invites 
them to take part in such programs and educations. The 
interviewees also pointed out that the finances have always been 
an issue. However, the Movement has always looked for the 
ways and means to help the implementation of the youth 
educational programs that spread liberalist views and ideologies. 
However, it also happens that young members of PSG are 
sometimes reluctant to lead or take part in certain activities or 
comment publicly on political events as they fear they could face 
sanctions at university or at work due to their political 

„In PSG, freedom to 
present proposals and the 
regular debate of opposing 
views have always led to 
the final agreement with a 
compromise.“ 

Interviewee  

PSG 
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standpoints. They further explain that some young members of 
PSG are not apt to cope with the pressure of public spotlight, and 
this is why they are hesitant to take the opportunity to engage in 
governance and participate in decision-making processes of the 
Movement. Additionally, some interviewees doubt many young 
members of PSG will lack the motivation or ambition to accept 
the role of the leader of their potential youth organization they 
consider establishing.   
 
 

 
Scale: 5 -Strongly agree, 4 – Agree, 3 – Neither agree nor disagree, 2- Disagree, 1- Strongly disagree   
 

As far as the innovative policy platforms for youth participation 
are concerned, only 26% of the participants think PSG has them 
established. The interviewees explain that the Movement deals 
with youth issues with sensibility and plans to address new 
youth policy platforms thoroughly shortly. One of such policies 
is the creation of candidate lists and quota system. 60% of the 
survey participants state that PSG has not introduced youth 
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candidate quotas for 
elections in legislatures at 

all levels (Chart 4.47). 
Similarly, 63% of research 
participants indicate that 
PSG introduces measures of 
reserved seats for the young 
members in key party bodies, 
including candidate 
selection panels, at all levels. 
On the other hand, 71% of 
the partakers agree that 

there are youth-related priorities elaborated within PSG, where 
some of these priorities are included in the electoral campaigns 
and promises of the party. The interviewees further explain that 
PSG is a recently founded movement that participated in the 
elections in a coalition with other Serbian parties, which jointly 
proposed their candidates for presidential, parliamentary and 
Belgrade elections, therefore it is currently very challenging to 
nominate a balanced number of young candidates on the election 
lists on behalf of PSG solely. Also, the participants hope the 
Movement will help young members strengthen their political 
skills through more trainings, workshops and seminars intended 
for the advancement of the political engagement of youth as 
many lack interest to be in the spotlight of the political scene and 
discuss the political matters. This is why 97% of the participants 
find it important to establish and support permanent youth 
academies and training programs for young members in order 
to equip them with the necessary skills and knowledge to run 
and navigate institutional politics effectively as young 
candidates. When it comes to the question about the 
organization of annual audits of youth related policies and 
practices, the results of this research indicate that 81% of the 
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participants agree PSG should organize annual reviews to 
address youth issues (Chart 4.48). 

   

 
 
The research findings also indicate that 94% of the respondents 
agree that a stable provision of adequate financial resources for 
projects of youth organization (e.g. fixed monthly allowance or 
percentage of the PSG’s budget) should be guaranteed by the 
Movement’s policies and regulations. Although only 57% of 
them support the statement that the youth have autonomous use 
of those financial resources, without prior approval from PSG 
(Chart 4.49), the interviewees confirm that the PSG’s leadership 
financially supports the work of their youth whenever possible 
and 97% of the participants think it is important that the events 
organized by the youth should be attended by a sizeable and 
meaningful representation of the PSG’s leadership. In addition, 
66% of the research partakers claim that the Party resources are 
fairly distributed between all candidates (Chart 4.49). Almost all 
of them, 94%, believe it is important that the stable provision of 
adequate financial resources is determined for youth 
organization and their projects in a form of a fixed percentage of 
the PSG’s budget, and 57% of them agree that the youth should 

31%

49%

11%
9%

My party needs to make annual review of internal youth related policies and 
practices.

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree or disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

4.48 Survey results for PSG 
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use those financial resources autonomously, without prior 
approval from PSG (Chart 4.49).   
 

            

 
When it comes to a 
mentorship program for the 
youth, the research partakers 
state that the Movement 
currently does not have a 
formal program or strategy 
that outlines guidelines and 
goals of such program. The 
participants, however, claim 
that the informal mentorship 
meetings and discussions 

among members of PSG do take place and professional network 
is gradually built. However, they hope PSG will introduce a 
formal program that will help properly generate confidence, 
support and general team development in a near future. 

20%
14%

14%

43%

6%

66%

86%

57%

94%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

The party’s resources are distributed fairly between all 
members and candidates.

In my party, youth has equal access to all resources
(financial  and decision-making).

In my opinion,  i t is important that youth forum
practices autonomous use of those financial resources

(without prior approval from the mother party).

In my opinion, it is important that a stable provision 
of adequate financial resources for youth wing 

operation and projects (e.g. a fixed percentage of the 
mother party’s budget) is guaranteed.

Financial resources for youth

Yes No I don't  know

4.49 Survey results for PSG 

“Members of PSG who are more 
experienced in politics mentor 
our new, young members as they 
understand that true leaders 
rather share than withhold their 
valuable knowledge and skills.”  

Interviewee 

PSG 
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Another aspect analyzed within this research is exposure of 
young members in media, and 84% of the responses indicate that 
PSG provides enough media coverage for its young candidates 
(Chart 4.50). The participants of this study emphasized that as 
the president of the Movement is under the age of 30, he is an 
excellent representative of a young, proficient political leader 
who is competent to appear in media and participate in public 
debates and panels on all contemporary topics in media, not just 
on topics that concern the youth. On another hand, they also 
explained that media do not provide enough space for the youth 
in general, and they rarely get invited to participate as 
interlocutors. In case PSG wants to comment on a certain topic 
that concerns the youth, then it is usually organized in a way that 
a young member of PSG makes a statement that is published in 
media, but the participants generally feel that this method gives 
insufficient and minimum results. They think that both sides, the 
media and PSG, need to make more effort to ensure more airtime 
for the youth and to invite them to talk shows, podcasts, radio 
shows, so that important issues that concern the youth have 
more media exposure. The interviewees also explained that the 
social media continue to be an important platform for 
communication and advocacy. Thus, they evaluate that PSG uses 
online tools efficiently to share their promotional material 
through social media profiles and groups. They feel that they are 
making an excellent progress in this way as they reach young 
adults easily and inform them directly about PSG’s current 
activities. The number of PSG followers in this instance is on the 
rise. Not all interviewees are sure whether the youth of PSG has 
separate youth groups on social media platforms for the 
promotion of their materials and activities, and therefore it is 
recommended that such information is shared and 
communicated among members of the Movement. 
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The study participants emphasized several emerging issues in 
regard to the youth political engagement of the PSG youth that 
the Movement needs to address and strengthen through its 
existing tools, and few of them will be mentioned here. To begin 
with, the participants hope there will be a formal organization of 
youth within PSG in the future, which will deal with the issues 
that concern this population on a more proficient level than to 
have it handled though general politics of youth of PSG. All 
parties face challenges when it comes to recruitment of new, 
young members, and although the youth spontaneously joined 
PSG two years ago as a result of the boycott of opposition parties 
prior to the elections, currently there is no program aimed at 
approaching and recruiting the Serbian youth. They explained 
that the youth is not very interested in politics, and they see it as 
something very distant and unnecessary. The interviewees think 
that what could be appealing to the youth is more media space 
for politically active youth, as well as on social networks, where 
the politics will be introduced to space in a way they can 
understand: as a main coordinator of all human activities, life 
standards which influence all aspects of our social organization. 

51%

29%

14%
6%

My party ensures enough media exposure for younger candidates.

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree or disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

4.50 Survey results for PSG 



Liberal Western Balkans on the Move: Youth in Liberal Political Parties 
 

 
Page 84 of 119 BDF 2022 

 

This approach might 
encourage the youth to 
consider their democratic 
rights and why it is 
important to vote, be 
informed and critically 
evaluate the contemporary 
issues. They also hope the 
organizations, foundations 
and youth organization 
bring politics and its 
purpose closer to young 
adults through school and 
university curricula, panel 
discussions and participation in talk shows. In this way, the 
youth may become more interested in political activism. Last but 
not least, as the members of PSG hope the movement will grow 
and there will be more members who will join them in their 
activities, they indicate that it is important to formalize the 
structure of PSG, as well as to institutionalize their regulations 
and programs so that guidelines and hierarchy of the movement 
are clearly defined and quality maintained.                

 

 

 

 

 

 

„PSG is a rare political 
organization in Serbia where the 
youth is welcome to participate and 
state opinion on all polticial topics, 
not just the issues that concern the 
youth, and the public is happy to 
see that young people participate in 
politcs and bring new perspective 
into light.“  

Interviewee  

PSG  
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OVERVIEW FOR PSG: YOUTH ACTION PLAN 

Table 4.3 Checklist of criteria for a youth-friendly party  

 

Schemata:  ✓ - party complies with the criteria 
X – party does not comply with the criteria  
✓ & X – party partially complies with the criteria  
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4. 

CONCLUSION 

n 2021, the Boris Divković Foundation published the study 
Awakened in Need: Political and Civic Engagement of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina's Youth. In the presentation of the findings, 
most participants stated that the political parties do not consider 
active youth essential for their party's development or the 
development of their society. Therefore, BDF's idea was to obtain 
a more comprehensive picture and research young people's 
political engagement within the liberal parties. The publication 
Youth of Liberal Political Parties in the Western Balkans thus 
represents a continuation and more extensive questioning of the 
participation of young people in liberal political organizations. 
The research focuses on the challenges of their position and 
inclusion in procedures and processes within the organization. 
Also, the study deals with the possibilities of their political 
promotion in public. 

General dissatisfaction and lack of prospects for young people in 
the Western Balkan region are ubiquitous. It reflects in the 
alarmingly high percentage of young people leaving. They 
primarily emigrate to developed Western democracies for 
education or employment. Studying the reasons that force young 
people to leave is necessary to reverse this negative and 
worrying trend. Moreover, it is urgent to find solutions and 
create perspectives for young people in their home countries. In 
the last decade, academic institutions and domestic and 
international organizations published studies on various aspects 

I 
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of the challenges faced by young people in the region. However, 
there has not been any extensive research into the political 
engagement of young people. This publication recommends 
liberal parties how to include and promote young people to 
motivate them to stay and actively work for a better future. 

The publication Youth of Liberal Political Parties in the Western 
Balkans presents four case studies in four countries. These are 
the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) of North Macedonia, Our 
Party (Naša stranka - NS) of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liberal 
Party of Montenegro (LPCG), and Movement of Free Citizens 
(Movement of free citizens - PSG) of Serbia. It uses a combined 
method of primary and secondary research triangulation. The 
primary research contains in-depth interviews and 
questionnaires. The secondary analysis looks into available 
materials from previous research, data, different internal party 
documents, etc. The research took place during the Covid 19 
pandemic and, due to restrictions, researchers conducted online 
mode interviews and questionnaires. At each case study's end is 
a table with a checklist of criteria for a youth-friendly party based 
on the listed recommendations that parties should comply with. 
The ultimate objective of BDF's efforts and this research is to 
identify and highlight the importance of a greater political 
participation of youth and their engagement in formal political 
processes, and thus influence developing peaceful societies and 
policies that will respond to the specific needs of the youth. The 
general conclusion of the study is that the position of youth 
within liberal parties in the Western Balkan regions is 
unsatisfactory, and many changes and improvements need to 
occur. While party documents contain places and roles of youth 
or youth wings within the party, the inclusion in the process 
(practice) is weaker. For all parties, access to finance for youth 
activities is limited. Participation in internal decision-making is 
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also at a low level. There is a lack of inclusion of youth in the 
external promotion of the party and in the placement of 
candidates on the lists during the elections. It is crucial to 
emphasize that the Youth Forum is the party’s strongest space 
for the progress and modernization of each party. 83% of the 
respondents agree that it is important for a Party to have an 
autonomous, active and publicly visible organization for the 
youth, such as a Youth Forum, established and respected within 
the party.  

Politics is a learning process; therefore, members of the Youth 
Forum need to be educated through programs offered by NGOs 
or parties to be ready for political action. Some critical potential 
activities were highlighted, such as intensifying training for 
public appearance. Many young people are afraid to get 
involved in politics because of the insecurity relating to public 
speaking and debates. Young party members are reluctant to 
make an appearance in media as most of them are inexperienced 
in debates and they are not comfortable making a public speech, 
and therefore, they need exercises to get over the stage fright. 
Social networks play a significant role for attracting young 
people for political action and education, and it can serve as a PR 
tool of each member. Young people can utilize social networks 
to gather sympathizers and attract potential new members of the 
Youth Forum.  

Respondents also emphasized the necessity of organizing 
education for ethics and political responsibility, which, for 
example, the Boris Divković Foundation has been organizing for 
years. The existing Academy of Political Responsibility could 
represent an example of the same type of academy at the regional 
level. Also, it is necessary to include as many topics important 
for young people as possible in party discussions, so that they 
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are present at party meetings and in subjects that seem relevant 
and valuable to them. They also indicated that they hope that 
more youth-related issues will be discussed at the Party's 
meetings and assemblies, as they find that it is expected of the 
Youth Forum to address topics that concern the political 
engagement of youth, for which the Youth Forum currently does 
not have proper capacities.  

For LPCG, the interviewees state that they are pleased that the 
Young Liberals have established cooperation with many 
international organizations, NGOs, and foundations. Young 
members are always glad to attend the events they invite them 
to, such as training, workshops, lectures, and seminars intended 
for the advancement of political engagement of youth. They state 
that these workshops must be organized on political ethics to 
teach them the importance of high standards of ethical codes so 
that young politicians are aware from the beginning of their 
careers of the role of ethics in individual and collective decision-
making processes. It is commonly believed in Montenegro that 
politics is a dirty business and the youth join political parties 
only out of their own interest, especially when dealing with 
unemployment issues. And this is why members of the liberal 
parties must present their values best and avoid improper 
political activities, such as conflicts of interest, bribery, nepotism, 
or similar. 

Insights for Our Party (NS) are that 70.7% of respondents agree 
that the Party provides enough training opportunities for its 
younger members abroad. NS turned out to be very successful 
in attracting new party members in their local communities. Still, 
the interviewees also pointed out that the primary reason that 
the youth are not joining NS in great numbers is that most young 
people deal with unemployment issues. They are looking for 
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ways to solve this crucial issue in their lives. Joining political 
parties that offer employment within public institutions is a 
typical pattern that motivates the youth to join big political 
parties regardless of their ideologies. However, NS does not 
promote itself as "a political employer." One of the insights is also 
that the youth of NS is very critical, unlike the others, which we 
consider to be the strength of the NS Youth Forum and not a 
weakness. According to the findings, the NS Youth Forum has a 
pretty good structure compared to others in the region.  

LDP Macedonia case presents a good example of youth wing 
satisfaction with the youth involvement within the party bodies. 
The party has a very visible and almost independent Youth Wing 
in LiDeM which has clear and separate political initiatives. The 
stable financing provided by the party for LiDeM activities is a 
good example, which, in accordance to the responses, is used on 
a regular basis for LiDeM activities which help establish strong 
picture of active youth. However, the research data also shows 
that even though they develop their own initiatives, the party 
itself has no clear strategy on youth issues and better cooperation 
on the development of initiatives and advocacy is needed in 
order to fulfill any greater influence on the national level. A few 
highlighted examples of good positioning of the youth on the 
election lists is mentioned, which proves that the party itself 
notices young candidates, but better promotion is necessary in 
order for these cases to be more visible. This is also potentially a 
way to attract new members to the party.  

Movement of Free Citizens (Pokret slobodnih građana - PSG) 
of Serbia should, as a first step, form a clear structure that should 
include the youth as a separate and very important target group 
of their political functioning. Even though most of the leadership 
consists of youth, where the president of the Movement is a very 
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strong and recognized youth individual, a more formal structure 
for the youth wing could most probably attract more members 
and provide a clear understanding of the role of youth in the 
political activities in the Movement to potential members. 
Having in mind the very complex political situation in Serbia, 
and that most of the interviewees consider that the youth is too 
frightened to join progressive liberal movements, while the 
society is generally very politically monitored by the 
government (which might influence their studies or future job 
opportunities), the constant educational support and creating 
other youth leaders internally in the Movement might be an 
opportunity to have more visible and active youth and to attract 
more youth members.  

BDF's research focuses on the liberal parties and their strategies, 
standpoints, and practices toward advancing and promoting the 
political participation of youth within their parties and in their 
countries. In order to guide the parties towards increasingly 
greater youth involvement in their organizational structures and 
political program developments, this publication also offers 
practical and impartial recommendations and specific guidelines 
they can address and implement quickly and efficiently. The 
study used a mixed-methods approach that included a 
comparative analysis of youth policy frameworks, programs, 
and practices regulated by the parties. The presentation of 
findings from the case studies of the aforesaid liberal parties is 
an essential chapter of this research. It includes reviews of intra-
party democracy in the aforementioned liberal parties, 
observations about current perspectives on youth political 
participation, and impartial suggestions for activities that can be 
introduced and adjusted to the needs of these parties and party 
systems. It also identifies the commonalities and differences 
between the liberal parties in their approaches to devising and 
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implementing policy frameworks for the youth. Some of the 
identified differences relate to the country's specific contextual 
and legislative framework, different internal party regulations, 
implementation methodologies, or the general role of the party 
and the in-country support structures. All of these factors vary 
across the region. One of the essential findings of the study is the 
question of support for the youth in the pre-election, election, 
and post-election periods. The activities implemented by BDF to 
engage and support the youth in the pre-election period is a good 
example and can be seen as a recommendation for other NGOs 
that want to focus their activities on attracting young people to 
political activism. There are also post-election activities as part of 
the recommendations from this research, which can serve as 
guidelines for future activities. Recommendations for the 
progressive inclusion of young people in politics consists of: 

Ø Pre-electoral period:  
• Design training programs as incubators for new projects;  
• Provide flexible support with low access barriers to 

innovative, small-scale youth projects;  
• Encourage affirmative action measures such as youth 

and women quotas within political parties;  
• Provide capacity-building for young members of 

political parties in a multi-partisan setting. 
 

Ø Post-electoral period: 
• Make youth voices heard in parliament and government; 
• Invite youth groups to visit national parliaments; 
• Initiate internship schemes for students in parliaments.  

 

This study also aims to identify strategies and techniques each 
party can individually apply to achieve a more excellent 
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representation of youth in politics. These are the most critical 
findings in a way of criteria for a youth-friendly, part as well as 
recommendations:   

The most important criteria for a youth-friendly party:  
• The party has a formal mentorship program where new, 

inexperienced young members collaborate with and 
receive advice and guidelines from their politically 
experienced mentors; 

• In order to remove barriers to youth’s political 
involvement, the party activities targeting the youth 
should be divided into three periods: pre-electoral 
period, electoral period, and post-electoral period. 

Summary of the recommendations for parties regarding the 
strengthening of youth political participation:  

• Institutionalizing youth inclusion in the party’s Statute;  
• Introducing a formal mentorship program;  
• Introducing leadership and topic-specific capacity  training 

opportunities;  
• Establishing/strengthening the party’s youth organization;  
• Determining access to financial resources and campaign 

funds;  
• Introducing/implementing youth quotas;  
• Establishing and publicizing the youth programs;  
• Retaining young members;  
• Ensuring representation in media for young members and 

representatives;  
• Articulating party views at universities, sports, artistic and 

cultural centers to attract new voters; Invite youth groups to 
visit national parliaments. 
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ANNEXES 

ANNEX I.  
ABOUT THE BORIS DIVKOVIĆ FOUNDATION  
 
The Boris Divković Foundation (Foundation) is currently 
recognized as a leading institution for research and praxis in 
the field of youth activism, as well as youth participation in 
political parties. The research aims to understand the position 
of youth within the liberal political parties in the Western 
Balkan region. In this research, the Foundation will offer detail 
insight into what would make the youth in liberal political 
parties a ‘force to be reckoned with’. Consequently, it can be 
used to empower communication between the decision-
makers in parties and their youth affiliates. It will illustrate 
optimal environment that could help both parties and youth 
build more effective systems that will ultimately lead towards 
partnerships at local and national levels between the 
stakeholders with the same agendas and objectives. In addition 
to enlightening the crucial role of youth in political processes, 
the research will clearly advocate for reinforcing 
the reorganization and modernization trends in political 
parties in the Western Balkan Region. 
	

ANNEX II.  
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR POLITICAL PARTIES  
 
Thank you for your participation in our research! This questionnaire is 
forwarded to your political party in order to collect information on 
youth participation in the liberal parties of the Western Balkans (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia). This 
questionnaire will assist BDF to identify essential and important 
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information on the issue of meaningful youth participation in political 
parties and we hope to receive honest recommendations for our partners 
about how they can improve youth participation and promotion of 
youth leaders in politics. The report will be presented to you and to the 
BDF partners, with clear recommendations on how they can improve 
youth participation through specific activities and policy adjustments.  
 
1. Is the youth mentioned in your i) statute, ii) specific youth 

policy(s), and iii) party program(s)? 
     Please elaborate for each inquiry.  
 
2. Are there some party platforms/bodies/initiatives/policies for 

youth? 
 
3. What is the percentage of youth members (18-30 years of age) 

of your party? 
 
4. Is there a reserved quota for the youth on your party election 

lists?  
     If YES, please elaborate. 
 
5. Is there a reserved quota for the youth in party bodies?  
     If YES, please elaborate  
 
6. Does your political party annual budget provide for financing 

the youth wing, youth related mechanism and youth related 
policies/strategies within the party? Please elaborate (e.g. 
annual budget, percentage, specific activities, etc.).  
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ANNEX III:  
INTERVIEW PROTOCOL 
 
Thank you for your participation in our research! This interview is 
conducted in order to collect information on youth participation in the 
liberal parties of the Western Balkans (Bosnia and Herzegovina, North 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia). From this interview, BDF 
intends to identify essential and important views on the issue for 
meaningful youth participation in political parties and we hope to 
receive honest recommendations for our partners about how they can 
improve youth participation and promotion of youth leaders in politics. 
The report will be presented to the BDF partners, with clear 
recommendations on how they can improve youth participation 
through specific activities and policy adjustments. The purpose of this 
meeting with you today is to learn about your thoughts and experiences 
on this topic. Your insights will help us understand and summarize 
information about the current activities, practices and gaps according 
to your experience with this topic. All of your comments are 
confidential and you will not be identified by name in any report, 
presentation, or similar. 

[NOTE: Make sure you have the name, position, party, and contact 
information] 

1. Does your party actively promote youth participation in 
party’s ‘life’? 

PROBES: 
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§ Does your party take a political stand on youth related 
issues? 

§ Did your party broaden, in comparison to other political 
parties, its party policy agendas on youth related issues? 

§ Are there some innovative party policy platforms for the 
youth? 

§ Is there a clear strategy that articulates a party’s view on 
youth related issues in order to entice new voters? 

§ Does your party diversify electoral strategies by 
diversifying (male and female, young and old, etc.) 
candidates? 

§ To what extent can election results be linked to party vs. 
national frameworks for the youth? 

2. Is your party ‘youth friendly’? 

PROBES: 

§ Does the party cooperate with CSOs to address the youth 
issues in different levels of state governance? 

§ Does your party serve as a conduit between youth’s 
NGOs in civil society, parliament and government? 

§ Do your political party’s statutes ensure balanced 
participation of men and women in all party decision-
making bodies, such as on party electoral lists and for all 
nominated and appointed positions? 

§ Is the youth mentioned in its statutes, policies and 
programs? 

§ Are specific youth related priorities elaborated; some of 
these priorities are included in the electoral campaigns 
and promises of the party? 
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§ What does your party do to recruit new youth members 
and how do they plan to retain them?  

§ Does your party have a strategy for attracting new youth 
party members who are engaged in certain fields, have 
specific skills important for the development of the party? 

3. What are the formal/non-formal frameworks for promotion of 
youth participation at your party’s disposal? 

[NOTE: Frameworks include statute, bodies, trainings, 
guidelines, rulebooks, regulations, and similar] 

PROBES: 

§ What are the main activities for the youth engaged in 
political parties? 

§ What is the priority of policies that are relevant to 
young people in party programs, election manifestos, 
and in key political debates? 

§ What are the modules and patterns of youth 
engagement in decision-making in political parties? 

§ How did internal party frameworks develop? 
§ How effective are internal party frameworks? 
§ Which framework is the best and why? 
§ Does your party expand the party’s pool of skills, 

knowledge and expertise through trainings and 
education? 

§ What role do young persons have in shaping party 
agenda and public policy? 

§ Does your party organize training for young candidates 
to prepare them for higher governance levels or career 
advancements? 
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§ Are senior members engaged in mentoring younger 
individuals within the party, as part of the training, and 
to share the experience, skills and knowledge that can 
help them advance their political career? 

§ What is the nature and purpose of outreach campaigns 
to non-members, grassroots initiatives and movements, 
who are otherwise aligned with the party's values and 
policies? 

§ Did political parties create and implement youth 
outreach strategies and campaigns with young people? 

4. Which internal factors influence party politics? 

[NOTE: Internal factors include equal access to resources and 
decision making] 

PROBES: 

§ Is youth representation in key party bodies and other 
representative institutions adequate and meaningful? 

§ The party’s resources are distributed fairly between 
female and male, young and old members and 
candidates? 

§ Is there equal opportunity to participate in decision-
making? 

§ Do you believe that your party enables young persons to 
take leadership positions and, if yes, how? 

§ Does the party have a youth wing; role and resources of 
youth party wing? 

§ Does your political party budget provide for financing 
the youth wing, youth related mechanism and youth 
related policies/strategies within the party? 
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§ What are the main formal and non-formal networking 
mechanisms; Who are the leaders of networking? 

5. Are young candidates visible in the party campaign? 

PROBES: 

§ Do they have same financial resources and same party 
infrastructure support as their older colleagues? 

§ Do they have same ‘air time’?  
§ Does the party provide enough media space for youth 

members? 
§ Do they participate solely on ‘youth’s issues’ or are they 

focusing on a broad spectrum of more universal issues 
and a wide-set legislative agenda? 

6. Which external factors influenced the party policies regarding 
the youth participation? 

[NOTE: Country-specific legislation, quota systems, and similar] 

PROBES: 

§ To what extent do laws, policies, and/or regulations 
explicitly or implicitly contribute to lack of youth 
participation? 

§ Which cultural norms and beliefs influence youth 
participation? 

§ Youth is sometimes referred to as the ‘irrational, 
immature and impulsive’ in our society, therefore how 
does that influence their chances of political participation? 
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7. Is the youth in your political party more oriented to 
online/digital activities and activism? 

8. Are young politicians in your party a political copy of old 
politicians or are they original and authentic? 

9. What are the major opportunities to empower the youth in this 
country at the moment and how and by whom are these issues 
being addressed now (if they are being addressed)? 

10. In your opinion, are there emerging issues related to youth? 

Thank you for your time. We will forward the final results of the study 
to you once it is finished. 

 

ANNEX IV:  
SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
For the purpose of strengthening the role of youth regarding the 
political participation, we provide you with a questionnaire designed to 
identify the key issues and achievements facing political parties in 
ensuring increased and more meaningful youth participation. The 
purpose of this survey is to collect feedback from you that will be 
presented to BDF partners in the form of research study. In this 
questionnaire, BDF seeks substantial reflections from you, hoping to 
obtain honest recommendations for all of our partners on how to 
improve youth participation in liberal parties and promote youth 
political leadership.  
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Completing the Questionnaire will not take you more than 15 minutes. 
Your support in completing all the questions is much appreciated, and 
we are very grateful for your time. Your responses are anonymous, and 
we appreciate your candid responses. Aggregated results from this 
survey will be used to strengthen BDF’s work and its partners.  

Please reply no later than XXX 

General Information  
Q1. Are you a member of a political party? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

Q2. Are you a young person (age 18-30)? 
1. Yes 
2. No 

Q3. What is your gender? 
1. Male  
2. Female 
3. Other 

Q4. Are you appointed/elected in some party’s body(s)? 
1. Yes 
2. No 

Q5. How long have you been active with your political party? 
1. 1 year 
2. 2 years 
3. 3 years 
4. 4 years 
5. More than 5 years 
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Q6. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements: 

 

Youth in politics 
Q7. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements: 
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Party’s politics 
Q8. Does your party actively promote youth participation in politics? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

Q9. Are there some innovative party policy platforms for youth 
participation? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

If YES, please elaborate below 

Q10. In your opinion, does your party have a clear strategy that 
articulates a party’s view on improvement of youth issues in order to 
entice new voters? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

Q11. In your opinion, does your party actively promote young 
candidates? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

Q12. Are there specific youth issues priorities elaborated and were some 
of these priorities included in the electoral campaigns and promises of 
your party? 

1. Yes  
2. No 

Q13. In your opinion, are young party members treated the same as the 
older ones in your party? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

Q14. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements: 
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Q15. In my opinion, it is important that:  
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Q16. In my opinion, it is important that 

 
Q17. In my opinion, youth does not shape party culture: 

1. Yes 
2. No 

Q18. In my opinion, my party has programs that actively support youth 
participation: 

1. Yes 
2. No 
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REVIEW 1 

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF YOUTH 
by Antoneta Asenova-Bihlmayer 
member of the Board of the European Liberal Forum 
 

here is no better time to address the engagement of youth 
in political parties than during the European Year of the 

Youth. Young people’s participation in the political life of their 
country, calling for social, economic and civic measures, is 
crucial for vibrant and healthy democratic societies, where all 
voices are represented. This carries even greater importance in 
“young” democracies, where we are still trying to navigate 
changes, reforms, and liberal approaches to policy-making.  

Yet, it is true that, despite often being the catalyst of activism 
actions, young people are progressively more disconnected from 
participation in conventional politics. It is thus of paramount 
importance, both for the future of Europe, where all the young 
people of the Western Balkans naturally belong, and for the 
liberal parties on the ground striving to secure that European 
future, to fight the growing political skepticism and bring the 
mainstream policy-making into the minds of young people, 
showing them that they belong in that domain of public life too. 

This is precisely why the “Liberal Western Balkans on the Move: 
Youth in Liberal Political Parties” research is so valuable. The 
study not only tries to map the roles and strategies for furthering 
youth political representation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Serbia and North Macedonia, but by providing a 
comparative, it makes specific recommendations through an 

T 
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action plan to tackle youth disengagement, making the case to 
promote actively the participation of young people in politics, 
but also actively promote young candidates who take the stand 
for young people at large. 

And, if it is true that, on average, young people tend to be more 
open minded, pro-European and liberal-viewed, this research 
could indeed serve as a road map for politicians in the region to 
step up their efforts into nurturing the liberal identity of the 
youth and getting them engaged. Equally so, the study can serve 
the European liberal policy makers, specifically those with a 
better understanding of the trends and needs of the young 
generation in the Western Balkans, and help them focus their 
support and engagement in discussions with the Balkan youth 
in order to be impactful for our shared future.  

At the end of the day, while activism, protests and marches raise 
awareness, in order to achieve their goal, their energy eventually 
needs to be translated into laws and institutional practices and 
in a democracy that can only happen through elections. And, in 
order to bring this message to the young people and show them 
their views, voice and vote matter, to bring them to the election 
ballot is to make sure their causes are represented by people who 
understand their issues and concerns. The recommendations, 
bringing together the feedback of youth interviewees on what 
practices are needed to achieve this, lie in this research.  
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REVIEW 2 

LIBERAL WESTERN BALKANS ON THE MOVE 
by Amer Osmić 
PhD, Assistant Professor, University of Sarajevo 
 

riting about youth, youth political participation, liberal 
orientation, and strategies of engaging young people in 

political processes is an extremely demanding, responsible, and 
complex process that has an exceptional social significance. 
There has been an increase in its importance, particularly in post-
conflict areas like the Western Balkans. An analysis of current 
status and strategies for improving and promoting the 
participation of youth in liberal political parties in the Western 
Balkans named LIBERAL WESTERN BALKANS ON THE 
MOVE: YOUTH IN LIBERAL POLITICAL PARTIES talks about 
the importance of political participation of young people. The 
study was developed as a result of empirical research conducted 
by a group of authors, attempting to gain a better understanding 
of the state and prospects of young people participating in liberal 
political parties in the Western Balkans, particularly Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia. 
 
The main goal of the study, as the authors themselves point out, 
which is clearly visible throughout the entire study, is to look at 
the attitudes of youth about their representation in politics, 
which is programmatically defined as liberal. With empirical 
indicators that have the characteristic of primary data, and with 
the addition of relevant literature, as well as the geographical, 
political and social context in the research area, the authors 
manage to write a study that will undoubtedly contribute to the 

W 
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understanding of key factors that can be used to create strategies 
for a more significant inclusion of the youth in political processes 
in the countries of the Western Balkans. The study is 
methodologically and thematically structured into an integral 
whole that corresponds to the title of the publication. In addition 
to the extended summary, bibliography and appendices, the 
study consists of four complementary chapters. 
 
In the first part of the study, i.e. the defined research approach 
(Methodology), the authors conceptualize the research 
procedure with methodological precision and excellence and 
start with the research question that reads: “Do liberal political 
parties of the Western Balkans consider the youth to be an 
important factor for their party development and the 
development of their society and how do they promote political 
participation of the youth to ensure their greater political 
engagement?“ (p. 10). After defining the research problem, the 
authors use a mixed methods approach that includes a 
comparative analysis of youth policy frameworks, programs and 
practices, regulated by the parties themselves, as well as 
previous research and case studies. It is clear from the 
methodology set that the author's desire is to better understand 
the key differences between the participants in political 
processes and the environment in which they operate. The 
context in which party programs and development strategies are 
created is an extremely important segment that was taken into 
account in this study because a qualitative research (interview) 
was conducted with key participants in these processes, who 
provided explanations of the context in which they operate. The 
quantitative segment of this study consists of a survey with 
members of liberal parties from the youth population, where an 
attempt was made to understand the nature of political 
engagement among young members of liberal political options.  
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The next chapter entitled POLITICAL, LEGAL AND POLICY 
CONTEXT (p. 11) talks about the role and importance of political 
institutions, but also about the responsibility of young people 
towards politics and political processes. Unfortunately, it is 
immediately noticeable that the representation of young people 
in the highest state institutions is almost marginalized. This is 
precisely where the importance of this study lies, because it is 
trying to determine whether liberal parties give more freedom to 
young people in nomination processes (personnel policy), 
program objectives, and party policies. 
 
The central part of the study is the third chapter, in which the 
findings of the conducted research are presented, showing the 
level of internal party democracy, which is extremely important 
for the inclusion of all marginalized social groups in party 
processes. The results show us that three of the four analyzed 
political parties (except PSG - Serbia) include and regulate young 
people's participation in all party decision-making bodies in 
accordance with their statutes, policies, and programs. All the 
analyzed political parties have such a structure that they ensure 
the participation of young people in all party decision-making 
bodies. This study identifies nine more criteria that the party 
needs to take care of its youth, in addition to the two criteria 
outlined in the ‘Checklist of criteria for a youth-friendly party’ 
(p. 7). Unfortunately, the results presented regarding the nine 
criteria are far from satisfactory, and a lot more work and 
regulations are needed to ensure the equal participation of 
young people in party bodies and decision-making processes. 
This chapter clearly and structurally shows how important it is 
to approach systematically the participation and involvement of 
young people in political processes. The shortcomings that have 
been noticed can significantly help not only liberal political 
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parties but also others to identify the deficits they have at the 
internal party level when it comes to the youth question. 
 
Lastly, in the Conclusion section, the authors present a certain 
type of general conclusion of the study, where they claim that the 
position of young people within the liberal parties in the Western 
Balkan region is unsatisfactory and that many changes and 
improvements are needed. There is the impression that much has 
been written, but it has not been implemented. In short, party 
documents clearly describe the roles and responsibilities of 
youth within the party, but their involvement in the processes is 
significantly weaker, as is their participation in intra-party 
decision-making, which is almost nonexistent. The report states 
that young people do not appear to be involved in external party 
promotion or the promotion of candidates during election 
campaigns. 
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CONCLUSION AND EVALUATION 

 
outh political participation in general and its importance 
are described in the BDF (Boris Divković Foundation) study 

using a relevant bibliography of national and international 
sources and recent research findings. According to the empirical 
research, the study has an exceptional applicative value for 
increasing the participation of young people in political 
processes, especially for liberal parties. As a result of this study, 
the authors belong to a rare group of researchers who have 
examined the political participation of young people in the 
region and provided recommendations on how and in what way 
to improve the position of young people in liberal-oriented 
political options. This study analyzes the situation and gives a 
clear direction for progress. That leads us to the conclusion that 
the study, in addition to the descriptive and classification 
dimension, also has an explanatory dimension, which is 
extremely important for this type of research. I am of the opinion 
that the publication will be extremely useful, not only for 
professionals working in this field and decision-makers, but also 
for the entire population, primarily for the purpose of improving 
political literacy. For party bodies or organs, this study traces the 
ways of further action and the adoption of short-term, medium-
term and long-term strategies within which they will plan and 
adopt plans in order to overcome the identified problems and 
improve the position of youth in their own ranks. For all the 
above reasons, I am happy to recommend printing the full text 
of the manuscript/study.  
 

Y 
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